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For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


THE FRUITS OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOLS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND, 


One of those Sabbath-schools, ori- 
ginated in this region during the past 
vear, by your agent, was at Middle 
Brook. ‘The existence of that school, 
from its first formation, appeared to 
exercise a powerful and happy influ- 
ence on the surrounding community, 
who had been, comparatively, desti- 
tute of Gospel privileges and_bless- 
ings. So great was the attention ex- 
cited, that large numbers would be 
found in and about the house where 
the school was held, displaying much 


solicitude in its movements: and of 


these, many of the thoughtless and 
dissipated, who before were too fre- 
quently found, on the Sabbath, wan- 
dering about in idleness or resorting 
to taverns: and the school itself was 
conducted with an order and regulari- 
ty not surpassed by any. From these 
circumstances, great good might well 
be anticipated as the result of the be- 
nevolent effort. 

Our gracious God has seen proper to 
remove by death one of the most at- 
tentive of the teachers of that school. 
Miss Constant Comrort CrRoMWELL, 
at the age of 21 years, was called from 
the scene of her earthly labour, on 
the Sth of May last. But while we 
feel ourselves powerfully constrained 
to sympathize in common with her 
surviving relatives, we are called upon 
to rejoice in the power of divine grace 
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as displayed in her closing scene; and 
to exult in her triumphant flight to 
that 


“ Land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign.” 


Though she had not been led to 
make an open profession of religion, 
(she was far removed from the word 
and ordinances of the Gospel) yet 
from what we learn, her mind was 
much exercised on those things which 
alone could make for her peace. 

And when the Sabbath-school was 
established in her neighbourhood, she 
speedily resorted to it as one of its 
teachers, and was constant in her at- 
tendance until the time of her death. 


And there, no doubt, those latent : 


feelings and exercises of her heart 
were more fully called forth, and her 
graces ripened fast for the celestial pa- 
radise. Inher duty asa teacher she 
was devoted. Onno Sabbath, when 
the weather was not too inclement, 
was she absent from her class, though 
she had three miles to go to the school. 

And when prostrated on the bed of 
sickness, she did not forget her Sab- 
bath-school: she urged upon her elder 
brother and sister to be attentive as 
teachers, and her youngest brother 
and sister as scholars. Oh, did she 
not then indeed ‘‘ than® God that she 
ever attended a Sunday-school’”—was 
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there any regret that she had too much 


| 


laboured in that good work? In that | 


solemn and hogest hour did not the 
Sabbath-school greatly increase in im- 
portance in her view? 

Her severe bodily afflictions she 
bore as a true Christian: she received 
those things as the kind chastisements 
of the gentle hand of her Heavenly 
Parent, for her eternal good. About 
noon of the day on which she depart- 
ed, she became considerably excited, 
and requested the prayers of those 
present, that she might have greater 
faith, and be enabled resignedly to 
bear her pains. She said she knew 
she was a great sinner——‘‘ but,” she 
exclaimed, ‘*‘something has told me 
that a Saviour will receive me!””——-She 
spoke of the glory of heaven, of the 
bliss the asa of God there enjoyed, 
and of the comfort given to the dying 
Christian in the promises of the Scrip- 
tures. She exhorted her mother, her 
brothers and sisters, and all others 
present, to be careful to make sure of 
the salvation offered in Jesus; and left 
them all her blessing. One brother 
was absent, and him she knew she 
could no more see in the flesh, but 
“tell him,” she said, ‘I leave him 
my blessing.” 

After this, for about an hour, she 
continued exhorting without ceasing, 
until the physician and her friends re- 
quested her not to exhaust herself, 
she became more composed. But 
while she was able to speak, she 
would frequently mention the name of 
her Saviour, and that she was going 
to happiness. She died in the full as- 
surance of entering, cleansed with the 
blood of her Saviour, and clothed 
with the robe of his righteousness, into 
the joys of her Lord. 

With this, and a thousand other si- 
milar examples in view, who can pre- 
sume that the Sabbath-school is not 
worthy the enlarged gifts of the most 
benevolent, and the untiring efforts of 
the most devoted servants of God! 
What individual who is now engaged 
in conducting these institutions, so 
highly Momet of heaven, but must be 
excited to still greater exertions! Do 
we wish a multitude of renewed spi- 
rits, in the great day of the Lord’s 
glory, to rise up and call us blessed, 
as the instruments of good to their 
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souls:—or do we desire our own bo. 
soms to beat in more perfect unison 
with the blissful vibrations of celestis| 
peace and joy and love? Let us then 
press onward in this our good work. 
and immortal souls shall be saved, ani 
the naine of our Thrice Holy God shall 
be glorified. Amen. 


DAGSBOROUGH AND BALTIMORE &vy.- 
DRED UNION. 


The first anniversary of the above 
Union was held at Blackwater, Sussex 
county, Del. on the 10th of April, 
which were present about 250 chil 
dren belonging to the several schools 
connected with the Union, attended 
by their superintendents and 5 gre rs. 
The Rev. Alexander Campbell d 
vered a very animated and spurope at 
address to the mecting, which was 
large and respectable. The Union has 
at present six schools under its patro 
age, containing an aggregate of 40. 
scholars, 49 teachers, and 10 superin. 
tendents. Seventy-eight of the aboy: 
402 scholars are coloured children. 

Although we are not able to send 
you as cheering an account of spiritual 
prosperity as many of your auxiliaries, 
nor as we would wish; yet we hum); 
hope that our labour has not been al- 
together in vain: we believe that 
much good has already resulted from 
our exertions; may the Lord continue 
to bless us, and crown our labours 
with success. The name of our Uni. 
on is ** The Dagsborough and Balti- 
more Hundred S. S. Union.” The dis- 
trict of the Union embraces the two 
lower hundreds of the county of Sus- 
sex, Delaware. 

We think that our number of schools 
could be increased to 10 if our funds 
would enable us to supply books to the 
destitute. The Dagsborough Sunday- 
School report says that two teacliers 
and two scholars have made a profes- 
sion of religion during the past year. 
Our ministers are favourable to Sun- 
day -schools, and some of them are en- 
gaged in promoting them. Our schools 
have received very few pastoral visits 
during the past year. We have not, 
therefore, taken any particular steps 
to interest the ministers in our vicinity 
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in promoting our schools, but we are 
resolved to be more attentive to this 
in future. 

We think that we can promote the 
circulation of the S. S. Teachers’ Ma- 
gazine and Y. Friend. We believe 
that our schools have had a salutary ef- 
fect upon the habits and morals of our 
children generally; and upon many of 
their families and neighbours. 

We have no surplus funds; and in- 
deed we are not able to raise enough 
funds to meet the demands of our own 
Union. 

The annual report of the Sunday- 
School Union can be forwarded to us 
by the mail, or by water; the latter 
way is to be preferred, as some of the 
members of our board are seafaring 
men, and would bring or take any 
communications or remittances without 
subjecting us to postage. The follow- 
ing are the names of the officers of our 
Union, viz: Dr. E. Dingee, president; 
Peter Waples, Uriah Thomas, Ebe 
Walter, James Richards, James Mil- 
ler and Dr. Samuel A. Hall, vice pre- 
sidents; Wm. Dunning, treasurer; G. 
T. Pool, corresponding secretary, and 
G. Truitt, recording secretary, and 
eighteen managers. 

G. T. Poot, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


EDGEFIELD DISTRICT, §S. ¢. 


Extract of a Letter to the Corresponding Se- 
eretary, dated 14th June, 1828. 


The cause of Sunday-schools has 
long engaged my attention and efforts; 
because | consider it the cause of God. 
Whether viewed in a political or reli- 
gious point of view, I think Sunday- 
schools of yast importance. If ever 
that promised period arrives when the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth, and none shall have need to be 
taught of his neighbour, for all shall 
know him from the east unto the 
greatest, Sunday-schools will, in my 
opimon, be one of the principal means 
of bringing about that state of things. 
Being employed as Domestic Mission- 
ary for the District of Edgefield, I am 
directing my attention very much to 
the establishment of Sunday-schools, 
and to the fostering and enceuraging 








those already established. There are 
eleven Sunday-schools in this district, 
and several in the adjoining district of 
Abbeville. These are connected with 
no Sunday-school union, but get 
books in Augusta as they are wanted. 
Most of these have been but recently 
established, but are in pretty success- 
ful operation. Some consist of from 
fifty to eighty schools, and five or six 
teachers. The great difficulty is to 
procure competent teachers. But such 
as we have seem zealous in the cause; 
and I hope will improve in skill, asthey 
gain experience, in the business, At 
some future period I will endeavour 
to give you more full and satisfactory 
information, in relation to the Sunday- 
schools in our district. 
Yours with much respect, 
A. W. Hopers. 


ee 


SABBATH-SCHOOL TREASURY. 


The following extracts are taken 
from a small Monthly Magazine, pub- 
lished by the Massachusetts S, 8S, 
Union, at 50 cents a year, under the 
above title. 

We hope this new auxiliary will be 
abundantly successful in aiding the 
cause. 

Orders for the work should be ad- 
dressed to A. Bullard, Hanover street, 
Boston. 


Extracts from the General Agent’s Report to 
the Managers of the Massachusetts Sab. 
Sch. Union. 


“In the town of H. which your 
agent has visited, there is a — 
neighbourhood, where many of the 
inhabitants, a year since, were accus- 
tomed to spend the Sabbath in hunt- 
ing, fishing, drunkenness and pro- 
faneness; with only one professor of 
religion in their midst. She came to 
the church, three or four miles dis- 
tant, and asked if something could 
not be done to save her neighbours? 
A few teachers were sent out to com- 
mence a Sabbath-school there. Most 
have now found the way to the house 
of God, and attend there regularly, 
and one man who had lived 80 years, 
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zealously declaring to all, that ‘the 
wicked shall not be turned into hell 
with all the nations that forget God,’ 
has now set up family devotion, and 
gives pleasing evidence that he has 
commenced a new life. The whole 
moral character of that neighbour- 
hood is now radically changed. 

** A clerj-yman in M. says he is con- 
fident, that every individual who was 
in his first Sabbath-school, is now a 
member of his church. And, that 
while some, during a recent revival, 
were hopefully converted from every 
other house in the vicinity, one large 
family of children, whose father, (a 
member of the church) refused to let 
them attend the Sabbath-school, (say- 
ing he could give instruction enough 
at home) was passed by without a sin- 
gle trophy of renewing grace.” 

Where is the parent, whose chil- 
dren are denied the privilege of Sab- 
bath-school instruction, who will not 
tremble in view of such a fact as this? 

In the East Parish of Amberst, 
Mass. 65 out of the 82, who joined 
the church, during 1827, were from 
the Sabbath-school; and 5 more in- 
dulge a hope that they have passed 
from death to life. 


Extract from the Report of the Baptist S. S. 
in Cambridge. 

** Seventeen teachers, 10 males and 
7 females, and nine scholars, (lads 
from 11 to 14 years of age,) all sub- 
jects of the late revival, have been 
baptized and received into the church 
in the course of the year.” 


The importance of Sabbath-schools in the es- 
timation of Theological Students, 

At a meeting of the students in the 
Theological Seminary at Andover, 
June 12, the following resolutions 
were cordially adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That we regard the Sab- 
bath-School Institution as being most 
singularly adapted to promote the 
peace and order of society, and the 
best interests of the church; and, 
therefore, as presenting a powerful 
claim for the zealous co-operation both 
of the patriot and of the christian. 

Resolved, ‘That in our estimation, 
MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL Can in no 
other way more directly and efficiently 
aid in advancing the cause of Christ 
on the earth, than by contributing 











their cordial and energetic instrumen. 
tality in the promotion of the Instity. 
tion. 

Resolved, That we will endeavour 
to make ourselves acquainted with the 
best system of Sabbath-school man- 
agement and instruction, and to qua. 
lify ourselves in all respects, as far as 
we are able, to lend our influence to 
this cause: and that we will consider 
ourselves obligated to aid, according 
to the measure of our ability, in pro- 
moting its advancement, whierever 
God, in his providence, may call us. 

At the same meeting the students 
voted to raise twenty dollars to consti- 
tute Rev. Dr. Woods and Professor 
Stuart, life members of the Massa- 
chusetts Sabbath-School Union. Rey, 
Dr. Porter would have been included 
in this vote; but the members of the 
Sabbath-school connected with the 
Seminary, are making collections for 
this purpose. 


CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE, N. J. 


A letter from Mr. Jonathan Hand, 
Secretary of the Sabbath-school Soci- 
ety, at this place, reports to the Cor 
responding Secretary, April 9, 1828, 
that the school was adjourned in the 
fall of 1826, and has not since been 
resumed, Mr. H. gives an interesting 
account of the revival with which that 
neighbourhood has been visited. 

** Some of our teachers and managers, 
and numbers of our pupils, have join- 
ed one church, or another; many who 
were not members of the ‘school, but 
attended as spectators, are among the 
converts; and some, both old and 
young, have declared that their first 
serious impressions were produced at 
the school.” 

We hope, since there is such plain 
evidence of the utility of the school, 
that our friends there will resume their 
work of teaching, and prepare the 
minds of the young to receive the 
truth as it isin Jesus. It is true that, 
ina time of revival, the attention of 
christians is much taken up in attend- 
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ing meetings ; but why a Sunday- 
school should be suspended on ac- 
count of the revival we know not—it 
is the very time to have it in full ope- 
ration, atl the school is the very 
place to have the revival. This very 
revival is that for which all Sabbath- 
school teachers, as well as ministers 
and other christians, should most de- 
yotedly labour and ardently pray. The 
revival is what the teachers want; and 
when the Lord graciously visits a 
church with the outpouring of divine 
influences, then is the best time, the 
harvest time of Sabbath-schools. It 
ought to be the aim of the conductors 
of every school to have a revival of re- 
ligion—nothing short of this will satis- 
fy the desires of the pious soul—nor 
should any thing short of being at 
peace with God satisfy the immortal 
mind. 





CARPENTER’S BRIDGE, X. J. 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 

At a meeting held on the 5th inst. 
the society was reorganized; a copy of 
the constitution, with the names of the 
officers, we herewith transmit you, 
praving for a blessing on your un- 
ceasing endeavours to promote the Re- 
deemer’s cause; and that a share of 
your patronage, with that divine aid, 
may be extended to our weak endea- 
vours to become a useful auxiliary. 

The society has but one school, 
with 8 male and 8 female teachers. 
30 male and 34 female scholars. 

One male teacher, since he has been 
engaged in the school, has made a pro- 
fession of religion. 

We have no libraries belonging to 
the school. No concert of prayer ob- 
served, not having known the stated 
tme.* Have no regular minister; and 
no minister to take an interest in the 
school. 

There is a school at Glassborough, 





one Monday in every month. 
——£D. 











and one at Bransborough.—Our school 
may be able to take S. School Teach- 
er’s Magazine —There isa flourishing 
school at Berkly, two and a half miles 
from here, under the care of the Epis- 
copal church. 

Many T. Canpenter, Sec’y. 





NEW CASTLE UPON TYNE. 


The sixth report of the society 
presents us with a number of very in- 
teresting facts, and we shall present a 
brief abstract of its contents. 

It was proposed to the parents to 
let their children make a donation of 
one penny each to the Parent Society 
in London, and 56 schools remitted 
$111 as the free will offering of 6000 
children. 

After much deliberation, it was 
unanimously resolved by the commit- 
tee, to appeal to the liberality of the 
schools in connexion on behalf of 
Ireland. In order to explain the ob- 
ject, a short address to the parents 
was drawn up, and a sufficient num- 


| ber printed to enable each child to 





carry one home. It appealed to them 
on behalf of the poor children in 
Ireland, who were still destitute of 
instruction, and recommended them 
to allow their children to contribute 
one penny each, to be forwarded by 
the committee to the Sunday-School 
Society for Ireland, ‘The success of 
this plan exceeded the most sanguine 
expectations of the committee, On 
the Sunday after these addresses were 
delivered to the children, the at- 
tendance was larger than usual; and, 
as one of the schools observed, “ had 
it been proposed to give each child a 
penny, they could not have exhibited 
more cheerful and interesting counte- 
nances.”” The most of them had 
brought their pennies, and anxiously 
flocked round the superintendents to 
pay them in; and appeargd to feel the 
truth of the declaration, that “it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 
When questioned, they all appeared 
perfectly to understand the object for 
which they were contributing; and 
who can doubt that their mn, an 
would view with approbation, as he 
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did the widow’s mite, the free-will 
offerings of these dear children, who, 
like her, literally cast into the Lord’s 
treasury all the money they had in the 
world! Never was a measure carried 
into operation with greater satisfaction 
to all parties; and among other pleas- 
ing effects resulting from it, must be 
noticed, the general expression of 
thankfulness on the part of the pa- 
rents for the advantages and blessings 
their children whapel, and their earn- 
est desire that others might be parta- 
kers of the same.—In a very short 
time, remittances poured into the 
depéts from all quarters, accompanied 
with the most cheering reports of the 
hearty co-operation of the teachers 
and the parents in carrying the sug- 
gestion into effect. Many parents, in 
addition to furnishing their children 
with a penny, sent a trifle with them, 
as from themselves. The teachers, 
likewise, in several schools, feeling 
deeply interested in the cause, raised 
a trifle among themselves, and sent it 
with the children’s money. The re- 
sult of the whole was as follows:— 
Seventy-seven schools sent remit- 
tances to the amount of $200, of 
which #33. 8s. 7d. were made up of 
the 8025 pennies contributed by a 
like number of children, and the 
balance #9. 17s. of that given by the 
teachers, &c. 

The Committee cannot refrain 
from giving vent to the feeling of de- 
vout thankfulness to God for the 
altered face of the moral world since 
the formation of the Society. When 
they contrast the delightful scene 
which the banks of the Tyne now ex- 
hibit, with barbarous and profane 
practices which, but a few years ago, 
shocked the feelings of the benevo- 
lent mind, it is impossible to calculate 
the amount of moral that has 
been effected by the establishment of 
Sunday-schools! At that time, the 
collieries in particular exhibited scenes 
of noisy riot and dissipation, with a 
total disregara to the sanctity of the 
Sabbath, and the ordinances of reli- 
gion. The labours of the body seem- 
ed to be suspended, only to afford 
Opportunities of ruining the soul! 
Old and young, without distinction, 
were occupied during the sacred 








and mischief: while the few 
who made any conscience of attend- 
ing the worship of God, were singled 
out as objects of sport and derision, 
Pleasing has been the change effected 
—the Lord’s Day is now more strictly 
observed than in our large towns. 
Every colliery and considerable yil- 
lage has its school. Thousands of 
dear children have been rescued 
from the grossest ignorance and the 
rofanation of the Sabbath, and are 
istening to the pious instructions of 
devoted teachers, reading the Sacred 
Scriptures, or swelling the general 
chorus of praise to their Heavenly 
Father. Those exertions have led the 
way to others. The Holy Scriptures 
have been widely circulated by means 
of Bible Associations; Lending Tract 
Associations have been formed, and 
the effects of these combined are at 
once astonishing and delightful. On 
entering the houses of the colliers, 
the philanthrophist is delighted with 
the pleasing spectacle of a parent 
reading aloud the lessons of inspira- 
tion, or uniting with his family in 
rayer and praise. Cleanliness, so- 
riety, and industry have taken the 
laces of disorder, drunkenness, and 
indolence. The owners of the col- 
lieries, some of whom were once pre- 
judiced against education and reli- 
gious culture, now begin to acknow- 
ledge their error, and promote the 
cause they once looked on with sus- 
picion. 

Previously to the anniversary on 
Whit-Sunday, 1826, in order to elicit 
from the schools all the most in- 
teresting information possible, to in- 
sert in the Report, circular letters 
were printed and sent to the schools. 
The result of the returns was as fol- 
lows:—Out of 2342 teachers, no less 
than 872 were once scholars! and 
1219 were members of Christian So- 
cieties!! or, on an average, more than 
one-third have been scholars, and 
more than one-half in Church-Mem- 
bership!* In one of our Colliery 
Schools, out of 88 teachers, 64 were 
once scholars in the school, and 82 


———— 





* The proportion of teachers who 
are professors of religion in the United 


hours in dissipation, or in savage |} States, is much greater.—Ld. 
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are in Christian Society!! Indeed, in 
schools which have been 10 years in 
existence, nearly one-half of the 
teachers have been once scholars, and 
are ever found to be the most efficient 
and diligent—These statements re- 
quire no comment; they show, bet- 
ter than a thousand arguments, the 
blessed effects of the system, in rais- 
ing up valuable labourers in the 
Lord’s vineyard, who shall take our 
places when our heads are laid in the 
dust; and thus hand down, to the 
latest posterity, the blessings of religi- 
ous education! The reports exhibit 
numerous instances of children dying 
with a prospect of a glorious immor- 
tality, who attributed their first se- 
rious impressions to the instructions 
received in the Sunday-school! 

In some of the schools revivals of 
religion have commenced among the 
children in the select classes. In one 
school, forty children are reported to 
be under serious impressions. They 
are met by a pious and judicious 
leader, who declares that the sim- 
plicity and fervency of their prayers 
astonish and delight himself and more 
advanced Christians. Their powers 
of memory likewise, are truly astonish- 
ing. Many have actually taught their 
parents to read, and have brought 
them to the house of God, which they 
before habitually neglected! Indeed 
a large part of the present congre- 
gations,—of the most valuable lay 
preachers, and of the members in Re- 
ligious Society, have been found to be 
the fruits of Sunday-school instruc- 
tion. 

_It has long been the decided con- 
viction of the members of the Com- 
mittee, that well regulated Sunday- 
schools are among the first institu- 
tions of the day in preparing the way 
of the Lord; and will be the honoured 
instruments in ushering in the latter 
day of glory. They have been found 
the great auxiliaries to the Church of 
God, and fruitful nurseries in rearing 
up the most valuable teachers, minis- 
ters of the Gospel, and active devoted 
labourers in the various religious and 
philanthropic Institutions of our coun- 
try. In conclusion, the Committee 
would affectionately press upon the 
teachers in the various schools, and 


all in any way connected with them, 











patient and persevering diligence in 
well doing, together with constant 


| and fervent prayer for the out-pouring 


of the Holy Spirit on their humble la- 
bours, which alone can render them 
successtul—acknowledging and feel- 
ing that all praise is alone due to Him, 
without whom, ‘nothing is good, 
nothing is holy,” but who has pro- 
mised to bless and to reward eve 
effort made to spread His Kingdom 
and glory in the earth. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
WHAT DO YOU COME TO CHURCH For? 


If any part of a Sunday-school 
teacher’s duties be considered irk- 
some, it is the task of keeping the 
children in order during the time of 
public worship. 

Engaged a few weeks since in a 
large and well conducted Sunday- 
school, it became my turn with five 
others (for this business is often done 
by turns) to attend in church for the 
purpose of watching the children. 
In that church, as in mapy others, 
they are permitted to occupy seats 
along the back aisle of the gallery, as 
far from the pulpit as is possible, to be 
within the walls of the building. 

The attention of a teacher 1s some- 
times so much occupied in endeavour- 
ing to keep his charge from disturb- 
ing the congregation, that he can 
hardly expect to be permitted to en- 
gage very devoutly in the services of 
the sanctuary; or, to be much edified 
by a learned discourse. In observing 
the behaviour of the children during 
the time of singing and prayer, a ay 
portion appeared to be exceeding 
restless; many, indeed, were v 
small and ooull not unite und 
ingly in the usual exercises of wor- 
ship, and some had not yet been 
made to understand for what purpose 
they were brought to the church. 

In looking along an extended line 
of nearly 100 boys, I felt anxious to 
know how many of these immortal 
minds were receiving instruction, or 
in any manner interested in the ser- 
mon. Judging from their conduct, 
a oa, © number seemed to think the 
time long—some slept soundly—others 
would have been much better asleep; 
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and I could see but one who appeared 
even to have his attention directed to 


the speaker, and that but for a short | 


time. 


It may be supposed that this inat- | 
tention arose from their not being able | 


to see the speaker—-or perhaps that 
he was so uncommonly dull—or that 
he spoke too low to be heard by the 
children at so great a distance. 
were not the facts:—The preacher 
was exceedingly animated—spoke suf- 


Such | 


ficiently loud, and, what is no small | 


commendation, did not use language 
so far above the comprehension of an 


ordinary congregation as hundreds of | 


ministers are in the practice of doing. 

It would indeed be useless to make 
objections to this sermon merely be- 
cause it did not interest the children, 
it was not intended for this purpose, 
and it could not be expected that they 
would have been greatly interested or 
profited by an address which was not 
adapted to their capacities, and which 
they could not comprehend. 

Now Mr. Editor, this odd question 
was suggested to me.—What good 
arises from bringing these children to 
church? To be sure a good habit is 
in many cases formed which continues 
through life, and they are kept from 
profaning a greater portion of the 
Sabbath, and from acquiring many 
evil practices, in the streets. 

Yet it must be acknowledged that 
children who are strongly attached to 





the Sunday-school, often feel some de- | 


gree of reluctance in going to sit in 


church, for they would not all be will- | 


ing to say with David, “I was glad 
when they said unto me, let us go up 
to the house of the Lord.” 

It is not a matter of surprise that 
children do not feel any 
in sitting under preaching not at all 


eat pleasure 


calculated to interest them, and which | 


if they attend to, they could not possi- 
bly understand!—And is there not 


some danger of tiring children and | 


giving them a dislike to the attend. | 


ance upon such exercises before the 
church-going habit is formed? 

Could not more good be effected, 
under particular circumstances, by 
keeping the children in the school or 
lecture room, session house or what- 
ever it may be called; at least one 
part of the day, and have them ex- 








amined collectively, by the superin- 
tendent, who should prepare himself 
for the purpose, on the selected les- 
son: occasionally relating religious 
anecdotes or illustrating scripture sub- 
jects; or have the children addressed 
by some well qualified Sunday-school 
teacher. 

To this last measure there will be 
objections on the part of many, who, 
although they are willing to allow 
that *‘ it is all very clever indeed” for 
a teacher to sit down and instruct his 
class, would yet be apprehensive of 
some danger if a Sunday-school teach- 
er should stand up and address several 
classes or the whole school. 

It is supposed that the teachers in 
doing this would tread very closely, 
and perhaps encroach upon the duties 
of the sacred office; fears are enter- 
tained that some are puffed up with 
vanity—many in addressing the scho- 
lars have discovered that they pos- 
sessed a talent for public speaking— 
not a few have believed themselves 
called to the ministry, and _ have 
actually become preachers of the gos- 
pel in heathen lands, and in almost 
every part of the world. 

These objections are not mentioned 
here because there is an immediate 
prospect of having too many faithful 
preachers engaged in the work of the 
Lord:—-or that they would be likely 
to prove less useful in promoting 
the cause of the blessed Redeemer, 
from their having received instructions 
in a Sunday-school, or having once 
been engaged as Sunday-school teach- 
ers:—the statement is merely made to 
show that objections do exist. 

Some persons are of opinion that 
children had better be addressed by 
a clergyman whether he can secure 
their attention and make himself to be 
understood by them or not. If they 
cannot understand him now it may 
not be his fault, and perhaps they will 
be able when they learn more. 

But it will still be urged the chil- 
dren should at all events be taken into 
the church—It does not look well for 
the large Sunday-schools to be absent; 
especially in the afternoons, in those 
churches too where the congregations 
are not regular in their attendance. 
A stranger in looking round the 
church and seeing no Sunday-school 
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ildren, might suppose they had no | 
e may.achaells and be led to form a 
very unfavourable opinion of the peo- | 


‘After all has been said, is the mere 
probability of forming one good habit; 
are all the advantages likely to be 

ined a sufficient reason for taking 
children on every occasion into the 
church’ and will they be likely to 
prove a compensation for the sacri- 
fices made, and the loss of many hours 
of precious time?’ 

Do not suppose, Mr. Editor, that 
because I conceive it possible, under 
some circumstances, that Sunday- 
school children may be more profited 
and better instructed when absent 
from our regular places of worship— 
or, because I would have them to un- 
derstand the object, that they might 
see it to be their duty and interest to 
attend; that I am opposed to children 
being taken to church. 

So far from this, as long as three years 
ago, I strongly urged the formation ofa 
church, in this city, exclusively for chil- 
dren, which for eighteen months was 
crowded every Sabbath afternoon by 
a congregation of from five to seven 
hundred youthful worshippers, collect- 
ed from the Sabbath-schools in the 
vicinity of the building. 

The prayers and the singing and all 
the exercises were suited to the capa- 
cities of the children, and they were 
understood; and it would have been 
difficult to have found so interesting a 
meeting. 

The children did not only appear to 
be attentive, but many who were ca- 
pable, were in the practice of telling 
at home, and writing down in the 
course of the week, a large portion of 
what they heard on the Sabbath, some 
of which were occasionally read at the 
meeting, which might have shamed 
older and wiser heads. 


To attend the children’s meeting 


was to me a gratification of no ordina- 
ry kind. 


“ I've worshipp’d where the mighty kneel 
Before the Holy One in prayer, 

And with the noble organ’s peal, 
My feeble voice has mingled there. 


I've met where two or three have met, 
Before the throne in tears to he; 
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Nor would my soul that hour forget, 
When in communion Gud pass'd by: 


Yet higher privilege for me, 
I covet not to be reveal’d, 

Than a glad worshipper to be, 
Where children have in beauty kneel'd. 


I’ve heard their song—it knows no art, 
Their simple prayer—I felt it true; 
In Jesus children have a part, 
*Tis theirs to love and worship too.” 


The last time I had the privilege of 
attending that meeting, about 600 
were present. Towards the close of 
the exercises it was announced by the 
minister, that they were not to meet 
there any more. Nothing further was 
said to affect the feelings;—no fare- 
well hymn was sung;—yet there were 
many tearful eyes and pede. 
voices. I waited to see the crowd 
sorrowing little ones as they passed 
out of their meeting for the last time. 

Since that period they have been 
scattered abroad. Some have been ga- 
thered around the throne of God, to 
sing the praises of the redeemed, 
where there are no discordant notes— 
no faultering tongues, and where all 
tears are forever wiped away. 

When I have often since thought of 
the many happy, and I trust, profita- 
ble hours,’spent among those chil- 
dren; the peculiar degree of interest 
which was there excited—the 
effected; and the prospect of bless- 
ings which would have attended the 
meeting; I have often wished for the 
ability to do something towards the 
erection of one house at least, which 
should be known as the Children’s 
Church. P. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


SOPHIA. 


While Sophia was attending her 
Sunday-school, in the summer of 1827, 
she was seen to hang upon the lips of 
her teacher with deep anxiety; and to 
manifest a habitual solicitude which in- 
dicated that, in her young bosom, 
arose the inquiry, ‘* What must Ido to 
be saved” Though frequently indis- 
posed, she was unwilling to retire be- 
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fore she had united in family worship. | she exclaimed, ‘‘ Why I felt that and 


Her favourite exercise of gathering the 
wild flowers that grew around her 
humble dwelling, was exchanged for 
more serious employments. Remote 
from the noise of the family, she chose 
the corner ofan upper chamber where, 
with her Testament and Hymn book, 
she spent many hours alone. While 
reading and praying, without any one 
to excite her sensibilities, a profusion 
of tears would silently witness the ex- 
ercises of her heart. Returning from 
Sabbath-school, she was accustomed 
to retire by the way-side for prayer; 
and having learned many tunes, she 
spent considerable time in singing 
psalms and hymns. Thus passed day 
after day, and duty succeeded duty: 
still leaving a heart oppressed by an 
increasing burden. 

About this time an address to the 
Sunday-school, by a missionary, so af- 
fected her, that she immediately left 
the house and retired for prayer; but 
feeling herself unable to pray accept- 
ably to God, she, with a wounded spi- 
rit, simply besought them to accept, 
in her behalf, the prayer just offered 
by the missionary. After several days, 
with her Testament, she retired into 
the midst of a field of standing corn, 
and there she prayed thrice without di- 
minution of sorrow. Again she knelt, 
and while the breezes fanned her agi- 
tated frame, and waved the evergreens 
which surrounded the field, we trust 
the Holy Spirit breathed upon her 
soul, creating her anew in Christ Je- 
sus, and enabling her to receive him 
by faith. Her burden was removed. 
She arose and seemed to behold a new 
creation. Within all was serene—with- 
out all spoke the goodness, wisdom and 
power of the Creator. 

She could hardly retrace her little 


path to the house fast enough, that | 


she might reveal to her joyful pa- 
rents her new sensations, while, as 
expressive of her feelings, she often 
sung— 


“QO, to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrain’d to be.”— 


She carefully examined her hope 
lest it might be unsound. 

When she heard her brother and sis- 
ter relate their religious experience, 
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did not know what it was.”’ 
After a number of weeks she ex. 
pressed a desire to attend a meeting 


held for the purpose of examining can- 


didates for communion; and asked he; 
father if he thought she would be per. 
mitted to unite herself to the visible 
church. He replied, I do not know, 
You are so young that perhaps they 


| will think it best for you to defer it. 
_ To this she mildly assented. 


Her father inquired— 

** How do you pray?” 

**O, Sir, I love to pray. Sometimes 
I repeat the Lord’s prayer, and also 
pray with my understanding.” 

** Do you think you can spiritual) 


_ discern in the elements of the Lord’s 


supper, his body broken and blo 
shed for the remission of sins’ and do 
you think you have faith to receive, to 
love, and feed upon him?” 

‘“*T do, and desire to live a life of 
new obedience, aril serve God to thi 
best of my abilities.” 

Though in but the ninth year of her 
age, the church considered it proper 
to permit her to come up with all that 
household to the table of Him who 
said, ‘* Suffer little children to come 
unto me.” 

When last I saw her, she remarked 


_ that Christ appeared to be all merc) 


and love; and she thought that, what- 


| ever might be her own destiny, she 
| must feel grateful to him because he 


saved so many others. She appears 
remarkably conscientious. Being 1n- 
disposed, the evening she began to 
relate to me her feelings, she remark- 
ed that, at some times her exercises 
appeared more distinct than at others: 
and deferred her narrative till morning, 
lest inadvertently she might make some 


| mistake. 


ls this narrative read by a Sunday- 
school teacher? Let it animate. When 
God was about to dispel the darkness 
that hung around our school, he made 
the day-spring from on high, /irst to 
visit this youth, and she was the jirs? 
fruits of a plenteous harvest, in which 
teachers who had sowed in tears reap- 
ed in joy. 

Children!—did Sophia feel herself a 
sinner; and apprehend the displeasure 
of God—and should you not tremble, 
for you too have sinned? Did she often 
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agonize in secret prayer’ Do the same. 
Did she make an early dedication of 
herself to God? Why do you delay? 
Does she rejoice in the love of Christ’ 
The same privilege may be yours. 
Parents!—do you wish to hear ho- 
sannas from the lips of your children? 
Be faithful at the family altar and to 
the Sunday-school. Do you ask, Will 
God convert little children’ Let me 
ask, Is not God the same now that he 
was in the days of Samuel, Jeremiah, 
and John’ and who will be the sub- 


jects of spiritual illumination in the | 
millenial day, when ad// shall know the 


Lord, from the /eas¢ to the greatest? 
Brvce. 


A THANK-OFFERING. 


From a Missionary. 


I have just received from the ladies 
of Huntingdon, Pa., the sum requisite 
to constitute their pastor, Rev. J. Pee- 
bles, a life member of the American 
S. S. Union. This contribution ex- 
presses affection to Mr. P., and isa 
thank offering to God for a religious ex- 
citement, in which thirteen of the fifty- 
three persons who, three days before, 
had united with the Presbyterian 
church, were members of the Sabbath- 
school. To you it will appear proper 
that they who had mingled their in- 
quiries in the anxious meeting—their 
songs of hope in the praying circle— 
and their irrevocable vows at the ta- 
ble of the Lord, should also mingle 
these offerings to the author of their 
salvation. Indeed we would ever love 
to see the first approach to the Lord’s 
table accompanied by an offering as a 
kind of first fruits--an earnest of fu- 
ture liberality; and the piety of that 
person may be lightly esteemed who, 
while he professes to devote all, has 
not a heart to give something to Him 
whose donation to us was his own life. 

Such an expression of love is due to 
every faithful minister. In their march 
to the grave he meets with admoni- 
tions and tears a wayward multitude. 
From their rejection, he retires, and 
by midnight study, and the unction of 
prayer, prepares messages peculiarly 
solemn; while hope whispers, “ sure- 
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ly, truth so important, will overpower 
at least some heart more ingenuous 
than the rest and cause it to relent.” 
Again and again he stands in his con- 
secrated place, but some contemplated 
in his message are absent, while others 
manifest an apathy which causes him 
to exclaim “who hath believed our 
report;” and to doubt his own call 
to the ministry and his place in the 
affections of his people. If the Spirit 
be given, the multitude awake and 
wonder at the increased ardour of 
their minister. Themselves awake, 
who might have fatally slumbered, 
but for Acs habitual vigilance. Now 
he leads their anguished minds to the 
blood of peace, and then with tender- 
est solicitude directs in paths of righ- 
teousness. 

Will some man ask, “Is not an ex- 
press declaration of love sufficient?” 
Answer. Not if your minister is a 
man of delicate sensibility and public 
spirit. Besides, a mere avowal with- 
out correspondent acts, is not a full 
proof of affection, nor one which friends 
of refined feelings are accustomed to 
give. Apparently with equal cheer- 
fulness, the congregation of West 
Kishocoquillas gave me $30 to make 
their pastor, Rev. James H. Stuart, a 
life member of your Union, 


INCREASE OF CRIME AND JUVENILE 


NELINQUENCY. 


It has been frequently asserted 
that “ little or no benefit has resulted 
from the exertions made of late years 
to instruct the rising race,” and that 
notwithstanding all the expense and 
efforts which are made to improve the 
world, it is actually growing worse. 
The first of these opinions is denied by 
the Committee of the London Craven 
Chapel Sunday-School, and in their 
report for 1828, it is combated. We 
know there are among us those who 
doubt or disbelieve the maxim, * that 
the soul to be without knowledge is not 
good,” and we have thought that the 
answer of the committee above named 
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might be of sufficient value to place 
on our pages. 


First. From the nature of things. 
Effects correspond in nature with 
their causes, and prevail in force and 
extent in proportion to the operation 
of their causes. It can never happen 
that the beams of day produce the 
obscurity of night, nor that the noon- 
tide sun diffuses less glory than its 
earliest ray. Shadows are projected 
only by objects averted from the light, 
and vice is the withering gloom out- 
spread by ignorance averted from the 
beams of moral truth. The effects 
then of early religious instruction 
must correspond with the nature of 
the instruction imparted, and be multi- 
plicd in proportion to the number and 
extent of the means employed. Who 
then shall tell the aggregate of benefit 
conferred by Sunday-schools, and 
what violence would have been heard 
in our land, but for thei counter- 
acting influence’ 

Secondly. From the testimony of 
experience. Individuals, families, ci- 
ties, districts, countries, the world, all 
attest that vice is restrained and vir- 
tue promoted, more or less, in pro- 
portion to the efforts made to promote 
the one and to restrain the other. 
The instances of individual failure are 
very infrequent where early discipline 
has been wiscly exercised, while sons 
like those of Eli, alas! abound. But 
if individual failures, under such cir- 
cumstances, are rare, much more so 
are similar defections in collective 
bodies. Where is the family’ and 
surely history records not the city or 
nation which has seasonably and dili- 
gently exercised a moral code in vain! 
No; on the contrary, its annals declare 
the neglected chiefly are the vicious, 
and establish the words of the Psalm- 
ist, that by “showing to the genersa- 
tion to come the praises of the Lord, 
and His strength, and His wonderful 
works that He hath done,” we shall 
best provide that they will in future 
**set their hope in God, and not for- 
get the works of God, but keep His 
commandments.” Tis instruction has 
been widely disseminated in England, 
—can the effects have been unimport- 
ant’ Common sense would answer in 
the negative, and persist in her reply, 
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even though experience were unpre. 
pared to support her. But the history 


| of Sunday-schools illustrates through. 


out their beneficial influence; and 


| your committee will relate a single 





fact that occurred in the schools under 
your patronage, which may serve to 
show the natural tendency of religious 
instruction. 

When the children were going to 
hear the address delivered by the 
Rev. Mr. Leach in Robert Street 
Chapel to the neighbouring Sunday. 
schools, they met or overtook a man 
very much intoxicated, and exhibiting 
the usual symptoms of turbulence and 
folly. Of course the attention of the 
children was attracted, and the follow. 
ing brief colloquy between two of the 
girls was overheard by a teacher, 
**It is very shocking,” said the one; 
** Yes,” said the other, ** but come on, 
we can do nothing for him.” ‘Oh, 
yes!”’ rejoined the first, ‘we can 
pray to God to change his heart; we 
can do nothing else; but ¢hat we can 
do.” Here we have the evidence of 
experience that the legitimate effect 
of religious instruction is to quicken 
the moral perception, and to engender 


_ disapprobation of vice and compas- 


sionate concern for the welfare of its 
victims. And what better pledge can 
we have for a future character formed 
to ‘* whatsoever things are lovely and 
of good report,” than a mind thus ear- 
ly impressed with the evil of sin, anda 
youthful heart thus yearning over 
transgressors as the most wretched of 
the human race? 

Lastly. ‘The notion that little good 
has been effected by instructing the 
children of the poor is proved to be 
incorrect, from the fuct that very few 
instances have occurred in which the 


| instructed children of the poor have be- 





come the perpetrators of public crime. 
It has been repeatedly stated as an 
ascertained matter of fact, and the 
statement has never yet been contro- 
verted, that the great proportion are 
wretched outcasts, without friends, 
and totally unacquainted with the first 
rudiments of learning. They have, 
for the most part, never received even 
the advantages of oral instruction, and 
of their crimes it may be safely said, 
that with most, they have been only 
such fruits as might be expected from 
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ignorance, urged by the instincts of 
hunger and physical inconvenience, | 
undisciplined to seek relief any where | 
else than in the paths of transgression. 
Your committee will not here in- 
vade the province of politicians, and 
pretend to assign the various causes 
that may have co-operated to occasion 
so large a proportion of youthful 
crime in these days of general in- 
formation, but they do not hesitate to 
conclude, that from the nature of 
things, the testimony of experience, and 
the fact that most of the delinquents are 
uninstructed, the benefits communi- 
cated to the youthful population of 
this country through Sunday-school 
instruction must have been incal- 
culably great. And without indiffer- 
ence to the privileges of English 
liberty, they do yet most ardently de- 
sire and suggest, as the best prevent- 
ative to early vice, the adopticn of 
some measure,—some happy modifica- 
tion of Spartan law, by which every 
child in the kingdom should be neces- 
sarily brought under the influence of 
moral instruction, and provision thus 
be made for its future service to the 
community. Universat instruction, 
upon sound moral principles, they 
conceive would prove, if not an un- 
failing remedy, yet such a corrective 
to the evil in question, as should soon 
change the moral aspect of our land, 
and turn our lamentations into joy. 
With this belief, your committee 
would act most inconsistently, did they 
refrain on the present occasion from 
strongly pressing the necessity of 
your continued support—the support 
of your substance, your advocacy, and 
your prayers. While iniquity runs in 
turbid torrents down our streets, let 
the pure waters of instruction, like 
the descending showers of heaven, 
flow copiously too, until moral purity 
and health pervade the most retired 
haunts, and London * be called a cit 
of truth,” and ‘* they of the city shall 
flourish like the grass of the earth.” 





IGNORANCE AND CRIME CONNECTED. 


According to a table which has been 
drawn up, it appears, that crime has 


—_—_—_—__—_— 


mencement of the present century, and 
from statements lately made in the 
House of Commons, it would appear 
that that county is not a singular case. 
It has been alleged that the education 
of the lower orders is one cause of this 
increase of crime; how falsely may be 
seen from the fact, that on an exami- 
nation of every prisoner under confines 
ment in Bedford jail, made by Captain 
Bromely, the agent of the British and 
Foreign School Society, in company 
with the Rev. Dr. Hunt, one of the vi- 
siting magistrates, on the 13th Febru- 
ary last, it was found, that out of 113 
prisoners, only 23 could read intelligi- 


| bly—22 read so imperfectly as not to 
understand what they read—and 68 


were totally unable to read! 





DUBLIN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


The total number of schools now in 


'connexion with this society is 33, 


attended by 308 teachers, and in 


| which the average attendance of scho- 


lars amounts to 1702. This shows 


_an increase, of 35 teachers and 290 


| children. 





been alarmingly on the increase in the 
county of Bedford, (E.) since the com- 





It should be observed, how- 
ever, that the average attendance does 
not show the entire number receivin 


_ instruction, as there are actually 244 
_ children 


attached to the schools, 
though the irregularity in the atten- 
dance of some of them, does not per- 
mit the average to be struck higher 
than 1702, 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

The latest account of the Sunday- 
schools at Graham’s Town, in South 
Africa, are highly encouraging. They 


- are contained ina letter from Mr. John 


Monro, dated November 10, 1827. 


On the 31st of October, 1827, the 
anniversary of our Sunday-schools here 
was well attended. Upwards of 200 
scholars were present. Forty-six of 
them were publicly examined before 
many witnesses, all of whom gave great 
satisfaction. The two highest pri 
were impartially awarded to Hotten- 
tots; viz. a Dutch Bible to Christiana 
Vaus, she being the first best reader 


and repeater in that language. She 
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repeated from memory the first chap- 
ter of St. John’s Gospel, the greater 
part of Palmer’s Catechism, and seve- 
ral hymns. An English Bible was 
presented to Meitje idams, as a read- 
er and repeater in that language. She 


f 


! or societies will follow their’s. 


repeated in the most perfect manner | 


the forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, and 
the seventy-second Psalm, of Dr. 
Watts’ Version, together with some 
short pieces in prose. Many of the 
spectators were surprised, and owned 
that the Hottentots may be taught di- 
vine things as well as Europeans. Se- 
veral other Hottentot children distin- 
guished themselves on the occasion, 
particularly two girls, Francina Klass 
and Caroline David, and were reward- 
ed accordingly. The number of scho- 
lars on the books is 375; the average 
attendance 120. Of the number on 
the books 39 are English; the rest Hot- 
tentots, Caffres,&c. Among them are 
a number of slaves. We are in want 
of books for rewards; and as these 
children are now, as it were, emerging 
from the ignorance of heathenism, they 
need something to satisfy and e xpand 
their mind. I have greatly thinned my 
own little library, having already given, 
for the use of the ‘school, all I possessed, 
adapted to the purpose. 





THE FIRST MISSIONARY, 


The May number of the London 
Sunday-School Teacher’s Magazine, 
contains the journal of the first Sun- 
day-school missionary, employed by 
that institution. He commenced his la- 
boursin April last, and proceedsin them 


ployed by the American Sunday-School 
Union. It is plain, from his journal, 
that if other counties afford as much 
work for him as Cumberland, a long 
time will be required for him to go 
through the kingdom; and this fact will 
suggest at once the necessity of em- 
ploying many co-workers with him. 
The London Union has not hesitated 
to follow our example in this mode of 


doing good, and we hope other unions 








No 


| country can be thoroughly furnished 


with Sunday-schools on the best plans 
without the employment of an efficient 
agency. 


HAMBURGH. 


An account, recently published with 
apparent authenticity states, that Sun- 
day-schools are prohibited within the 
walls of the city of Hamburgh. The 
Sabbath is represented as being most 
awfully profaned, and that most of the 
ministers of the sanctuary are infidel in 
their principles, and irregular in their 
lives. One Sunday-school has been 
established in the suburbs, and con- 
tains 300 scholars and 22 teachers. 
Another at some distance has 2 teach- 
ers and 50 scholars. 


BREMEN. 


At Bremen there is a Sunday-school 
of 300 children, and the senate have 
ordered another to be established. 


DARIEN, GEO. 


From the Superintendent to the Corresponding 
Secretary. 


One remark I would make, that 


' some of the rich who have hitherto 


in much the same way as do those em- || kept away from us have this season 


_ come voluntarily in, 


Great attention 


|| has this season been paid by the chil- 





_ dren, and they have taken a greater 
| interest in reading the Testament than 


ever before—still no marks of any 
great seriousness are visible. In fact, 
a degree of coldness has in a measure 
unhappily overclouded our religious 
community during the winter, but 
under these truly lamentable circum- 
stances, our school has been sustain- 
ed, and we have great cause of thank- 
fulness and of gratitude to God for 
his care and providence over us. 
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INTEMPERANCE, 


In one town in Franklin County, 
during the year 1826, there were re- 
tailed at two stores, not less than fifty 
hogsheads of ardent spirits. In that 
same town, at the present time, there 
are not less than fen females who are 
decidedly intemperate. In one town 
in Hampden County, during the space 
of two weeks, in the month of May, 
five persons died in consequence of in- 
temperance. Within half a mile of a 
distillery, in a town in Hampshire 
County, there are seven drunkards; 
within the same distance of another, in 
the same town, e/ght.— NV. E. Eng. 





HARTFORD COUNTY UNION, CONN. 


The managers of the Hartford Coun- 
ty Sabbath-School Union have issued 
their First Annual Report in a very 
neatly printed pamphlet of 26 pages, 
drawn up in a clear and concise style. 
The auxiliary societies, at a small ex- 
pense of printing, may greatly promote 
their object by circulating the annual 
statements of their proceedings among 
all the schools and families in their dis- 
tricts, where the reports of larger 
unions might not find their way. The 
whole of what is important to be known 
of the state of the schools in a county 
may be condensed from the reports of 
the particular schools, with notices of 
the new methods of instruction, and 
thus the improvements in the system 
and management of one school may be 
made known in the others, and will 
render the advantages of their con- 
nexion with the county union much 
greater. 


The number of schools in the coun- 
ty from which returns haye been made, 
is 31, embracing 886 superintendents 
and teachers, and 4612 scholars. Of 
these, 24 are auxiliary to our union, 
under the direction of 651 superin- 
tendents and teachers, and containing 
3432 scholars. 

The number of subjects for Sabbath- 
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school instruction in the countyis pre- 
sented in the follow ing 


STATEMENT 


Of the number of children between the ages of 
4 and 16, in the several School Societies in 
the County of Hartford, on the 30th day of 
September, 1827, as returned to the Office of 
the Comptroller. 


Hartford, - ° . 4 x - 1,924 
Berlin, Ist, or Kensington, . ° 136 
Do. 2d, New Britain, - + - 326 
Do. 3d, Worthingtonand Wethersfield, 346 
Bristol, - - . - ‘ A 396 
Burlington, - - . m - 360 
Canton, - : - - - : 348 
East Hartford, - - ~ a - 634 
East Windsor, Ist, - ° e x 232 
Do. 2d, . wo - 604 
Enfield, - - - : . . 622 
Farmington, . " » “ - 504 
Do. 2d, Northington, . - 305 
Glastenbury, - - ee - 706 
Do. 2d, or Fastbury, ° ° 342 
Granby, Ist, - - ° “ - 617 
Do. 2d, Windsor, - - ° 324 
Hartland, Ist, and Barkhamsted, - -~ 184 
Do. 2d, - - - . « 195 
Manchester, - - « - - os 
Mariborough, - - . . ° 216 
Simsbury, - - : ° » - 477 
Southington, . - ° . ° 574 
Suffield, ist, - - - : - 6835 
Do, 2d, - - - . ° 237 
West Hartford and Farmington, - - 34l 
Wethersfield, ist, + - - - 657 
Do. 2d, or Newington, - - 172 

Do. 3d, or Stepney, - - 328 
Windsor, Ist, - ° ~ * - 307 
Do. 2d, - . « © « 147 
Wintonbury, (Simsbury and Farmington,) 455 
Wapping, East Windsor, - - - 1298 
Total, 14,322 


We should like to see statistical ta- 
bles of all the counties in the different 
The 
facts which might thus be brought be- 
fore the public, would have a great in- 
fluence in exciting new interest in the 


United States on a similar plan. 


cause of Sabbath-schools. 

The report before us contains some 
useful remarks upon the subject of 
county unions, which we will transfer 
to our pages. 


COUNTY UNIONS, 


We would now beg leave to ur 
the subject of county unions upon the 
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attention of all the friends of Sabbath- 
schools. The value of these associa- 
tions, we know, not from theory, but 
from experience: and we hesitate not 
to say, that every county that shall 
make trial of them, will unite its testi- 
mony with ours in their favour. ‘They 
are peculiarly adapted to the wants of 
Sabbath-schools. When properly con- 
ducted, they interfere in no degree 
with the larger, state, and general 
Unions; but acting in harmonious con- 
cert with them, they impart increased 
strength and vigour to their operations, 
while in their place, they accomplish 
that which cannot be well effected in 
any other way. So circumscribed in 
their limits, that each school feels a 
personal interest in them, they yet 
possess sufficient magnitude to give 
strength and stability to their measures, 
They are not rendered slow in their 
movements, by being spread over an 
immense tract of country; nor cramped 
in their operations by the want of ade- 
quate resources. They understand the 
local wants of the county, better than 
they can be possibly understood by the 
state union, and consequently are ca- 
pable of acting with far greater effi- 
ciency. 

These associations are eminently use- 
ful in embodving the life and energy 
of the county, and giving it a proper 
direction. Where schools exist in a 
separate and disjointed state, there is 
but little communication between 
them. The improvements made in one, 
are slowly, if ever, adopted in others. 
Where this is the condition of a com- 
munity, the progress of Sabbath-schools 
must evidently be slow. No improve- 
ments can be made, that require 
strength and combination. They must 
be left to individual effort. But as 
soon as the county union is formed, it 
becomes the common centre of opera- 
tion, to which the eyes of all are di- 
rected, whose measures all are willing 
to promote, receiving in their turn a 
share of the benefits. 

Very nearly connected with this, is 
the beneficial influence they exert, in 
diffusing light through the community. 
The seat of a county union ought to be 
the centre of information to all the sur- 
rounding country. We would respect- 
fully suggest, whether this subject does 
not deserve more attention, than it has 


| be known. 








hitherto received. The managers of 
such an association, by their corre. 
spondence with the general, state, and 
other similar unions, have great facili- 
ties placed in their hands for acquiring 
information; and it ought to be their 


, endeavour, to make the schools con- 


nected with them, acquainted with al] 
the improvements of the present day; 
with the best and most approved sys- 
tems of Sabbath-school instruction; and 
whatever else they may deem useful to 
By promoting the circula- 
tion of the various excellent publica. 
tions of the present day, devoted to 
this subject, particularly of the Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Magazine, they 
might also accomplish much for the 
advancement of the cause, within the 
sphere of their operations. 

The subject of a depository for Sab- 
bath-school books, also deserves atten- 
tion. Books are supplied to auxiliaries, 
as is well known, by the American 
Sunday-School Union, at a very liberal 
discount, and in this way, the schools 
in the country can be supplied, with 
less trouble and expense, than in any 
other, that has ever been devised. 


AGENCIES. 


Last, but not least of the excellen- 
cies of these associations, (county 
unions, ) is the facility which they af- 
ford, for the employment of Sabbath- 
school agents. We shall not at the 
present day, waste words, in attempt- 
ing to recommend to the public, the 
system of Subbath-school agencies. No 
plan has yet been devised, more sim- 
ple in its nature, more efficient in its 
operations, or more immediate in its 
results. The agent, having from the 
nature of his employment, abundant 
opportunity of comparing different 
schools, and systems of instruction, !s 
evidently qualified to act the part of 
a counsellor, and adviser. He will be 
quick to discern defects, and ready to 
point out the proper remedy; and 
where this is done, in a prudent and 
discreet manner, it will always be kind- 
ly received. Being, (at least for the 
time, ) wholly devoted to the cause, and 
accustomed to view it in all its magni- 
tude and bearings, his mind will be na- 
turally warm and ardent. The tone of 
his feelings will be elevated far above 
that of the community; the benefits o! 
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Sabbath-school instruction will present 
themselves to his mind in vivid colours, 
and the arguments which come from 
his lips, will fall with force and energy. 
It may then be reasonably expected 
that he will impart a portion of the fire 
which glows within his own bosom, to 
all with whom he comes in contact; and 
such is the fact. The result of two 
Sabbath-school agencies in this county, 
has far exceeded our most sanguine ex- 
pectations. We hesitate not to say, 
that more has been affected in this vi- 
cinity, during the past twelve months 
in behalf of Sabbath-schools, than in 
many years before. 
Libraries. 

It is pleasing to notice that the na- 
ture and influence of Sabbath-school 
libraries, and their indispensable im- 
portance, are so well understood. It 
is but a few years since these invalua- 
ble appendages 
were first introduced; and but very 
lately that they have become in any 
degree general. How much good will 
result from substituting these silent 
teachers, which breathe the pure and 
benign spirit of christianity, in place of 


the corrupt and licentious books, and | 


vicious amusements, which too often 
occupy the time of children, no one 
can determine. The Sabbath-school 
library ought to be cherished with pa- 
rental care, and no exertions should be 
spared, to store it with the greatest 
possible number of interesting, and 
instructive books. 


We make a few brief extracts from 
reports of schools, to show their gene- 
ral character. 


The West Hartford 


Report states:—We had never at- 
tempted to continue our Sabbath-school 
during the winter, till the past season. 
In the fall, when it was first proposed, 
almost every one had some objections, 
and indeed every objection that could 
be thought of was urged; but now all 
are ready to acknowledge its expedi- 
ency. Our expectations have been 
more than realized. From our own 
experience, we ure satisfied that a Sab- 
bath-school may be continued through 
the winter, in every society im the 

VoL. V.—27 
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Our scholars have never 
been more punctual than during the 
past winter. The smallest number 
which has ever attended, is 80. 

In our school we use select portions 
of Scripture, not exceeding 20 verses, 
During the past winter, we have been 
in the habit of questioning the whole 
school on the lesson, which excites 
much interest. 


county. 


Berlin, New Britain Society. 

This school was instituted in April, 
1826. It embraces a superintendent, 
assistant superintendent, 35 teachers, 
and 228 scholars. ‘The library contains 
275 volumes. 

God did great things for the Sabbath 
school in this place, the first season it 
was established, whereof we have rea- 
son to be glad. As a fruit of his work 
of grace here, about thirty, connected 
with the school, either as teachers or 
scholars, have made a public profes- 
sion of religion since the school was 
organized. 


Bristol. 


This school was instituted in 1818, 
It is under the direction of a commit- 
tee, selected from the several school 
districts in the society, and 14 teach- 
ers, and contains 117 scholars. The 
number of scholars, who after their 
connexion with the school, have made 
a public profession of religion since its 
commencement, is 60. The library 
was commenced this year, and con- 
tains 100 volumes. 


Canton, 


This school has 36 teachers, and 
contains 297 scholars. The average 
attendance is 280. The number of 
teachers, who after their connexion 
with the school, have made a public 
profession of religion, is 7; of scholars, 
56. ‘lhe Bible class consists of about 
30. The number of volumes in the 
library, is 265. 

Farmington, First Society. 

We can scarcely fail on this occasion 
to call to mind the interesting scenes 
that were witnessed during the last 
season, in which 18 scholars and 3 
teachers became hopefully _ pious, 
This season, only 2 scholars are known 
to the superintendents, who have ex- 
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pressed any hope of reconciliation to 
God. 


Farmington, Second Socie ty. 

The Bible class has been wonder- 
fully smiled upon. ‘The Pastor has 
invariably attended this, in the evening; 
we have generally had from 12 to 15, 
perhaps sometimes 20; of these 14 
have become hopefully pious, with n 
two vears, and since their connexion 
with the class, all except one of this 
number, have made a public profes- 
sion of religion. 


UNION. 

The annual meeting of the Berks 
and Schuylkill Sunday-School Union, 
was held in the public buildings, Read- 
ing, on Tuesday evening, the 
June, instant. After the meeting was 
duly organized, the board of managers 
submitted the following 


BERKS AND SCHUYLKILL COS. 


Report: 
The Berks and Schuylkill Sunday- 


School Union was formed on the 4th 
day of September, A. D. 1826 A 


depository of books was immediately 
established in Reading, for the accom- 
modation of schools and families in said 
counties—we have purchased books 
from the American Union to the 


amount of $340; about two-thirds of 


which have been spread through the 
surrounding country, and we cherish 
the hope that infinitely, more good has 
been done by these publications, than 
has or ever willcome to the knowledge 
of this society. These books are ofa 
decidedly religious character. They 
are prepared with great care by a pub- 
lishing committee of pious laymen, se- 
lected from four or five different de- 
nominations of christians, and therefore 
nothing sectarian can be introduced 
into their productions. ‘They present 
to the reader the leading doctrines of 
christianity. These publications, al- 
though they are principally designed 
for the young, yet many of them are 
well calculated to benefit and enli ight- 
en those of riper years; and we are 
pleased to hear, that the parents and 
relatives of many of the children are 
in the constant practice of reading the 
premium books and tracts from time 


3d of 








to time ‘ to the children, and also 
the publications loaned them from 
the Sunday-school libraries—we invite 
the attention of parents and guardia: 
to this matter—read and examine for 
yourselves the books put into the han 
of your children and w 
friends of the American Sunday 
Union would re Joice » to hear that th 
publications were read by every ma: 
woman and child in our beloved 

try. It would bea pledg to 1 celbenn 
the stability and perpe muity of our re- 
publican institutions. They inculcate 
virtue and knowledge, the firm pillars 
of every free government. We would 
here remark, that this societ 
the 20th of May last, represented 
two delegates at the fourth anniversary 
meeting of the American Sunday 
School Union, held in the city of P| 
ladelphia. ‘The meeting was attended 
by delegates from fourteen of t! 
United States. ‘The statements made 
by the delegates of the progress 
happy effects of Sunday-schools, were 
of the most cheering and animating 
kind. They had also an extensive 0} 
portunity of examining the books and 
transactions of the American Sunda‘ 
School Union, and after a full invest 
gation, the meeting of delegates Ae 
solved, That this meeting, after haying 
possessed and employed the most am- 
ple means of investigating the proce 
ings of the American Sunday-School 
Union, do cordially and unanimous 
approve of the open and undisguised 
manner in which its affairs have been 
conducted, and hereby express their 
commendation of the zeal, 
self-denial and diligence of its board of 
managers. 

We dispose of the books in our de 
pository to Sunday-schools at the first 
cost prices. We would earnestly re 
commend to all the Sunday-scho 
within the reach of our influence, who 
are not already supplied, to sat ager a 
small library of books. They are hig! 
ly approved of wherever the exper 
ment has been tried. They 
only beneficial to children, 
instances have proved a blessing to 
families. <A library of 150 volumes of 
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the publications of the American Union, 
of which two shall not be alike, may 
be purchased for less than $10. 

Questions on the Selected Sc: 
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ture Lessons, have been found very use- 
fu] insome of our avhouts. It is beheved 
that many of our children have within 
a few years attained a better under- 
standing of the Bible, than their pa- 
rents attained in many years. We will 
now give a brief account of the Sunday 
schools in connexion with this Union. 
The first Reading Sabbath-School As- 
sociation, No. 1, assembles in the pub- 
lic buildings. It embraces 407 chil- 
dren, to wit, 168 males and 239 females, 
and is taught by 12 male and 17 fe- 
male teachers; governed by a president 
and two directresses. There is a li- 
brary of 150 volumes attached to this 
school. School No. 2, is taught in the 
session room under the English Pres- 
byterian Church, in Reading, and is 
composed of 140 children, 80 males 
and 60 females, and 7 male and 10 fe- 
male teachers; and governed by a di- 
rector and directress. They have a 
library of books consisting of upwards 
of 100 volumes. The larger children 


of these schools, to the number of | 


about 50, forma Bible class, that meets 
on every Tuesday evening. These 

chools ‘and the Bible eless are very 
promising, and we doubt not will be 
the means of spreading much light 
among the young people and children 
of this borough. School No. 3, is 
composed of coloured adults and chil- 
dren. A few years ago there was 
scarcely an African to be found in 
Re: ing, who could read the word of 
God. Many of them made very rapid 
progress in learning, and are now the 
teachers of the school, assisted occa- 
— by teachers from schools No. 

land2. A church has been organized 
among them, and some of them give 
evidence that they are very much im- 
prover d. They have become sober, 
industrious and good citizens. “There 
is also a flourishing school taught by 
members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of this borough. They num- 
ber 70 children, and about 12 teachers. 
7 ee are also thriving Sunday-schools 
at Womelsdorf, Rehrersburg and Ham- 
burg, in Berks county, and a school 
has lately been established in Bern- 
ville, in the same county. There was 
a promising school at the Sinking 
Springs, and another at Kutztown, in 
this county—-they were discontinued 
during the winter. We sincerely hope 
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that the teachers will not weary in well 
doing, but that they will speedily re 
vive these schools, carry them on 
with renewed vigour. An adult school 
has been opened in Reading, at school 
room No. 2. They assemble at three 
o’clock, P. M. and much good is ex- 
pected from a persevering effort to 
extend the blessings of Sunday-school 
instruction to those who in their infan- 
cy had not an opportunity of attending 
Sunday-schools. As near as we can 
at present ascertain the number of 
children and adults taught in the be 
fore mentioned schools during the past 
year, is about 1200. There is a Sun- 
day-school in Pottsville, Schuylkill 
county—we have not been informed 
of the number of teachers or children. 
On the whole, we feel greatly encour- 
aged to go forward in this good work, 
and pray that we may bear some hum- 
ble part in hastening on those delight- 
fal days, when ‘all the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.” 

On motion, it was unanimously Re- 
solved, That the report be published 
under the direction of the board of 
managers. 

Resolved, That the friends of the 
Sabbath-school system, within the 
bounds of this Union, are hereby re 
quested to explain, as they have op- 
portunity, the intentions of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union, and to in- 
vite investigation of its plans and ope- 
rations, and to use their influence to 
extend as far as possible the blessings 
of Sabbath-school instruction. 

Resolved, That Samuel Baird, Wil 
liam Darling and Elijah Dechert, be a 
committee of correspondence and pub- 
lication. 

The following persons were elected 
officers for the ensuing year: 

President—Samuel Baird. 

Vice Presidents—Jobn M‘Knight and 
William Darling. 

Treasurer— Elijah Dechert. 

Secretary—Lot Benson. 

Managers —William Addams, Philip 
A. Good, Henry A. Muhlenberg, John 
F. Grier, William Pault, Henry J. 
Whitchouse, Jacob Hubley, Daniel 
Rhine, William Bell, Dennis O’Brien, 
William Davis, George N. Eckert, 
Philip Miller and Thomas Cruise, of 
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Berks; and Charles Boyter and M. 
Penrose, of Schuylkill county. 





INFANTS’ SCHOOL. 
The first Annual Report of the In- 
fant School Society of Philadelphia 
has been issued. 


After considerable search, to no 
purpose, for a building for the accom- 
modation of a school, the Board, on 
the first of October last, opened the 
first infant school in Philadelphia, in a 
room in Chester street, which was 
loaned by the controllers of the public 
schools, until some better and more 
permanent situation could be procur- 
ed. Fifty-eight children were receiv- 
ed on the first day. The following is 
a statement of the gradual increase of 
scholars :— 


October, 150 
Nove mer, 28 
December, 21 
January, 26 
February, 15 

240 


being the whole number now regis- 
tered. 

The number of attendants has va- 
ried from 106 to 143. Nineteen have 
been dismissed, as above that class for 
whom this charity was intended. Six 
have left the school, principally on ac- 
count of remote residences, and three 
have passed from time to eternity, 
leaving two hundred and twelve. 
These children are placed under the 
care of a male and female teacher, 
who seem particularly fitted for their 
station, by the kindness of their man- 
ners, and the warm interest they disco- 
ver in the improvement, comfort, and 
real happinesss of their charge. On the 
first Sabbath in October, a Sunday- 
school was opened by Mr. Bacon, (the 
teacher,) with thirty pupils, which 
number has increased to two hundred, 
Sunday-schools, as connected with In- 
fant schools, are of immense import- 
ance, for here are these “ little ones” 
practically taught to avoid that crying 
sin of our land, *‘ Sabbath breaking.” 
The happy countenances of these 
children will be observed by every 
one; they are happy, because the au- 
thority to which they must submit, is 














July, 
directed by sympathy, and in acquir 
ing the little knowledge they are ca 
pable of attaining, their attention is not 
required for a longer time than it can 
be exerted without fatigue. Here, 
the education of the Aeart is particular- 
ly attended to; and reasons not a few 
may be found in the vicious propensi 
ties of many of these httle immortals, 
for the establishment of Infant schools 
Stealing, lying, and swearing, were 
prevailing habits of many of them, 
when introduced to the school; but 
so far as your Board can judge, these 
evils are in a great Measure corrected; 
and the desire of revenge, (so natural 
to the human breast,) seems to have 
given place to forgiveness of injuries: 
for, it is no uncommon thing, too see 
the aggressor and aggrieved cordially 
embracing each other a few minutes 
after the supposed offence is commit: 
ted. Committees of two are appoint- 
ed to attend at the school daily; visits 
among the parents have been gener 
ally welcomed, and encouraging ac- 
counts of the improvement of the chil 
dren given. Some parents repeated 
lines of hymns which their infants had 
learned, and brought home to them; 
one observed, that her little boy had 
said it was ** God”? who had command. 
ed them not to steal. Many circum 
stances might be related, to prove that 
the words dropped from the lips of 
the teacher, are treasured up in the 
memories of the children. The fol- 
lowing anecdote will show, that it is 
not only whilst in school, the princi 
ples then inculeated act upon the 
mind—neither, as it will be seen, are 
they confined to the child. The mo 
ther of one of our interesting charge, 
says, that she never thought of pray- 
ing to the Great God, till the infant 
child begged his father and herself to 
kneel night and morning, and ask for- 
giveness for their sins, and the bless- 
ing of God to rest upon them, and he 
is not satisfied unless they do it. The 
same parent adds, that when, through 
momentary forgetfulness, her child be- 
gins to play on the Sabbath, she has 
heard him exclaim, Oh! [ wish I 
could help playing on the Sabbath, 
for it is God’s day, and our teacher 
says ‘ God has commanded us to re 
member the Sabbath day, to keep " 
holy.” Surely, this is training UP 
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a child in the way he should go,” 
the word of God encourages us to be- 
lieve, that ** when he is old he will 
not depart from it.” 

Many of those who were most san- 
guine, re specting the advantages re- 
sulting from this society, were under 
the impression, that passages of Scrip- 
ture, with some other things which 
were taught, would be committed to 
memory, but not being fully under- 
stood, could not be brought into exer- 
cise at once, but would be reserved to 
be put in practice in after life. 

Yet we are encouraged to hope that 
it may not be at so great a distance, 
when we hear that one of these chil- 
dren who lost his father a few days 
since, on returning to school, being 
asked if his parent was dead, answer- 
ed * yes, sir;’’ are you sorry Alexan- 
der? * yes, sir; well, Alexander, if 
you have no father, who will take care 
of you’—the child looking up into his 
teacher’s face, with a peculiar expres- 
sion of feeling, answered, ‘* God.” 
How do you know, Alexander; what 
have you ever learned, that makes 
you think God will take care of you? 
“When my father and mother forsake 
me, the Lord will take me up.” Let 
none say, these words were given to 
the child—it is not so; this was a les- 
son which hung on the school-room 
walls, and the little orphan had evi- 
dently applied them to his own case. 


A school of 66 coloured children has 
been opened in Gaskill street, under 
the instruction of acompetent teacher. 

We are pleased to see that in some 
Places, the public authorities have ta- 
ken up this subject, and we hope that 
in our own city and liberties, it will 
soon be engrafted, upon the system of 
public schools; but, until then, it has 
claims upon the benevolence of our 
citizens, which they will promptly ac- 
knowledge at their first visit to the 
schools. 

The 


school for white children is 


Thirteenth street, be- 


now kept in 
tween Sassafras and Vine, next door 
to the Methodist Church. 
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Hints to Teachers. 











For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


HINTS TO TEACHERS, 
Mr. Editor, 


I offer a few thoughts on Sunday- 
school instruction, for your considera- 
tion and disposal. 


Lockr. 


Classes should read the lessons to 
their teachers, the Sabbath preceding 
the committing of the ‘m. The reading 
should be carefully gone through with, 
so that each scholar will get the proper 
ee ation of all the words. | 

the lesson contains difficult ex- 
-. ssions, they should be explained. 

Afterwards, ask such questions, and 
make such remarks, as will lead the 
scholars to perceive the general sub- 
ject of the lesson to be committed. 

On the next Sabbath, after it has 
been recited, question and remark on 
the lesson so as to make it thoroughly 
understood and its practical application 
felt,—make it touch the conscience. 

Before bringing the classes together 
for closing the school, read the next 
lesson, as above suggested. 

L will now state the reasons for this 
course. 

1. If scholars do not read correctly 
in the pronouncing part, they will not 
commit right. After they learn wrong, 
it is difficult and discouraging to 
alter it. But, if made to read accurately 
before committing, they will be likely 
to get it right. 

2. If the lesson is unexplained, they 
will not notice the connexions of its 
parts, and their mutual and joint 
bearing. 

But after they have carefully read 
it, and have the book open before 
them, they can answer such questions 
as are in the first example of Judson, 
without difficulty, and this will lead 
them to perceive it, so that in com- 
mitting verse afier verse, they will 
have their mind improved by thinking 
of the connected parts. 

3. It will facilitate their getting it 
by heart, and make the recitation 
more agre eable, because it will be the 
recital of what is considerably under- 
stood, but which still requires more 
illustration, and application to be made 
to the heart. 
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SABBATH-SCHOOL OF THE REFORMED 
DUTCH CHURCH, SOMERVILLE, N. J. 


Extract of a letter from a Corres- 


Lady to the 


ponding Secretary. 


Our society has been in existence 


11 vears. It still bears the name (a vers 
inappropriate name ]} think ) of the 
Somerville Female Charity School 


Society. Its concerns are man: igre d, 
and it still moves on, in the same w ay 
it has done since its first formation. 
And although death has thinned the 
ranks of ices who first composed and 
were the then zealous, active agents in 
this society, yet, blessed be God, 
often asa breach of this kind was made, 
others of like —_— were prompted to 
come forward, 
those removed by death; so that, I 
know not that there 1s any diminution 
of love or zeal in this society, to the 
cause of charity or Sunday-schools. 

‘To the best of my knowledge, 
socicty is also well affected to the 
cause of the general union. The 
Sunday-school cause still gaining 


{ think it 


as 


this 


1s 


ground in the midst of us; 
has made considerable progress th: 
last year. On the 15th of July last, 


we had a kind of Sund: AV -SC hool cele- 
bration. A goodly number of the su- 
perintendents, teachers, and scholars, 
of five schools, together with our pas- 
tor, the Rev. Mr. Van Kleeck, and the 
Rev. Mr. Cuyler, of Poughkeepsie, 
assembled in“the academy; where, 
after having engaged in singing, 
prayer, and other exercises, they 
formed, and walked in procession to 
the church, the scholars and teachers 
taking their seats in the gallery, tll 
there was no room for any more. A 
brief report of the schools was read, 
and a most interesting and appropriate 
sermon for the occasion, was delivered 
by the Rev. Mr. Cuyler, when the fe- 
male teachers and scholars united in 
sweetly singing a hymn, which had 
been composed for such an occasion, 
and a collection was taken up for the 
use of the schools. The effect of the 
whole scene, and the exercises taken 
together, on those who were warm in 
the cause, was delightful, and the ge- 
neral effect, we believe, was good. 
For many who had never before cared 
for any of these things, or had always 


and fill the places of 


Sabbath-school of the ena Dutch Church, Somerville. 


; 


July, 





pre on the mselves as havi ing received 
many new ideas, and formed favourab] 
opinions of Sunday-schools, from what 
they heard and saw that day. The 
report state -d that we had 5 schools, 
7 superintendents, 37 teachers, and 
250 scholars. This 1s a considerable 
increase since the last penett, s an ‘d with 
much pleasure I learn, that about fiv: 
months since, another very flourishing 
school has been established in this 
congregation, making (if I am cor- 
rectly informed) the number of scho- 
lars 280. Our schools have within 
the last year, generally relinquished 
M‘Dowell’s Questions and substituted 
Judson’s, and surely, [ for one can 
testify to the excellence and utility of 
Judson’s, though I would by no means 
undervalue M‘*Dowell’s. 

The first example in Judson’s is so 
simple that a very stammerer in reading 
may learn to answer them, and even 
those who cannot read, may be taught 
them, while the second and third may 
try the ingenuity and knowledge of 
the most ingenious and learned. Se- 
veral of our schools are discontinued 
during the winter, a circumstance that 
I much regret, as almost every thing 
may be said against the prac tice, and 
my own experience has shown me all 
the evils resulting therefrom. A 
school of this description has existed 
for several years in my own immediate 
neigh! ourhood, but, doubtless chiefly 
in Comseqmenne of this interruption, 
the school progressed in learning very 
little. M* Dowell’ s Questions were in 
the hands ofa few of the best scholars, 
but even these seemed to be verv 
little interested in these studies, and 
learned but little. At the close of the 
school in the fall of 1827, the super- 
intendent signified her intention of 
opening a school in her own house, to 
be co) tinued through the winter, and 
invited all who wished, to attend. On 
the next Sabbath, a respectable num- 
ber of scholars and some teachers 


presented themselves, and the Sabbath 


following the number of scholars 
amounted to 25. ‘This school was 


composed of the children and servants 
of four families, and of these 25, only 
four had ever been in the habit of an- 
swering M*‘Dowell’s Questions. Of 
the rest it was supposed, they were 


thought lightly of Sunday-schools, ex- quite too backward in learning, to at- 
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tempt any thing of the kind. The 
experiment was made, however, with 
Judson’s in the first example, and the 
result is, that since last November, se- 
veral questions have been answered 
correctiv, beside hymns and portions 
ot Scripture committed by the school. 
The improvement of the whole school 
in general learning, has been much 
more than it ever was before, in the 
same space of time. Several of the 
coloured adults, who just began to 
read, and some who could not read, 
are among those who answered the 
questions, and committed Scripture 
and hymns, and the effect has been 
excellent—it has inspired them with 
confidence in themselves, and stimu- 
lated them to greater exertion. 


HAVE ONE OBJECT. 


If you wish to do much for the cause 
of Christ, have but one object. Make 
it your special business to promote the 
Bible cause, or the cause of foreign 
missions, or the cause of home mis- 
sions, or the cause of Sabbath-schools, 
or of Bible classes, or of temperance. 
Have one object, and read about it, 
and pray in relation to it: think of it, 
and labour for it. Would Wilberforce 
and Clarkson have blessed the world 
so greatly, if they had not made the 
abolition of slavery their great object? 
Would John Owen and Joseph Hughes 
have improved their talents so success- 
fully if they had not given their affec- 
tions, thoughts, and labours in a spe- 
cial manner to the Bible Society? It 
will be found that the men who have 
accomplished the most for the world, 
are the men who have devoted them- 
selves exclusively to one object. It 
will also be found, that those measures 
which succeed, are measures which 
are promoted by men particularly de- 
voted tothem. If then the servants 
of Christ, and the friends of mankind 
wish to be most extensively useful, let 
them devote themselves particularly 
to one object. And if we would have 
important objects accomplished, we 
must endeavour to enlist some, to 


make those objects their special con- 
cern. 














Oneida County, N. ¥. 215 





SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


He made him to suck honey from the rock. 


Deut. xxxi. 13. 


In South Africa, the bees have the 
habit of depositing, or plastering their 
honey on the surface of rocks in cliffs: 
which, for its protection, they cover 
over with a laver of dark coloured 
wax. This, by exposure to the wea- 
ther, becomes hard, and of a colour 
which cannot easily be distinguished 
from the rock itself. Suppose a per- 
son making an incision in this outside 
coat of wax, bv applying his mouth to 
it, he would easily succeed in sucking 
out plenty of honey. To a_ person 
viewing him froma little distance, and 
observing some of the honey dropping 
from his chin, he would seem to be 
sucking honey from the flinty rock. 

The bees frequently cover trees in 
the same manner, with their honey 
and wax. I have seen the gable end 
of a farmer’s house, plastered over in 
the same way. It proved to him a 
perpetual mine of honey—for he had 
no sooner cut and carried aWay a por- 
tion of it for the use of his family, than 
the busy bees set to work to fill up 
the excavation he Jad made. As his 
necessity required continued supply, 
he kept them constantly at work.— 


Campbe ll’s 7 rave ls. 


ONEIDA COUNTY, N. Y. 


In this county are seventeen thou- 
sand children, between the ages of 
five and fifteen years. About seven 
thousand are embraced in the Sunday- 
school, leaving fen thousand deprived 
of its blessings. These ten thousand 
are supposed to be in a great measure 
unsupplied with religious instruction, 
and ignorant of the word of God. 
Vigorous measures are in operation 
in several towns, to bring every child 
under the influence of Sunday-schools, 
and the board of the Western Union, 
at their meeting on Friday last, adopt- 
ed a resolution, to supply every des- 
titute child in the county with a copy 
of the New Testament, within six 
months. A plan for carrying this mea- 
sure into effect will be devised imme- 
diately, and communicated to the 
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Tompkins County, N. Y. July, 








friends of Sunday-schools, in a circular 
from the corresponding 

pod i « 
Visitant. 


secretary —_— 


BRICELAND’S CROSS ROADS, PA. 


Sixty-one individuals who either 
have been, or are now connected with 
our Sabbath-school, have made a pub- 
lic profession of religion in this con- 
gregation, during the last vear. 

The teachers, and a great many 
scholars attend every Sabbath morning, 
half an hour before school commences, 
when three hymns are sung, and three 
prayers are offered. ‘This practice, I 
think, has a very happy tendency. At 
the time of concluding, the school is 
called forward to the centre of the 
house, and a hymn, which was select- 
ed the preceding Sabbath is sung, and 
the school dismissed. 

Our minister has uniformly refused 
to attend with us; his reasons are, that 
he must have Sabbath morning to 
himself for study—but would he at- 
tend, it would help us greatly. ‘The 
schools might be greatly increased by 
means of a suitable missionary—-not a 
sectarian; for sectarism presents the 
greatest obstacles in these parts to 
ag pte schools. 

I suppose we might do something in 
this county to promote the formation 
of a union, but there are very few 
schools in the county, and the minis- 
ters have not taken up the subject as 
they ought to have done. Some de- 
nominations are violently opposed to 
Sabbath-schools. To our Sabbath- 
school and ‘Tract Society, with the 
faithful preaching of the gospel, (in 
my opinion,) may be attributed the 
great excitement in our congregation, 
in which 77 persons have joined this 
church. 


TOMPKINS COUNTY, N. Y. 


The Sabbath-school union of this 
county have issued their report in a 
printed pamphlet, from which we can 
make but a short extract. 


In connexion with the report of the 
schools in Ithaca, and of one in Dryden, 


} 
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the managers would mention with rm 
culiar gratitude to God the descent 

the Holy Spirit upon these 
When persons of mature years, a) 
many who were hardened in 
brought to feel their lost condition, 
and to cry for mercy; our hearts we) 

rejoiced to hear the child of 
years inquire ** what shall J do to b 


schor | 


} 
Sil, W 


elg 


saved.” Since the last autumn, thir. 
teen children and eighteen teachers 


connected with these schools, hay. 
hoped in the pardoning mercy of a Sa- 
viour. How many other schools have 
been blessed in a similar manner the 
managers are not informed. 

It appears that one year since ther 
were only about fourteen schools j 
the county, and these containing not 
more than six hundred scholars. Ther re 
are already organized more than forty 
schools, containing upwards of two 
thousand scholars, and at least fou 
hundred teachers. Thirty of these 
schools are expecting to purchase | 
braries. A few have made purchases, 
and others are daily expected to call 
for supplies. 

In our circular of the last year it was 
stated that there were 10,039 children 
within the county, between the ages of 
five and fifteen years. Only about one 
fifth of this number expect to enjoy the 
benefits of Sabbath-school instruction 
the present season. The advantages 
which these will enjoy are great; but 
why should not all have the same ad- 
vantages? The obstacles which pr: 
sent themselves against the accom 
plishment of this, may easily ~ 
moved, by activity and perseverat 
the cause we are now pursuing. Th 
good which would then accrue to so 
ciety, and to the individuals them 
selves, can be known only by the con- 
sequent elevation of multitudes to r 
spectability and usefulness in this life, 
and of many to a throne of glory in the 
life which is to come. 


The report contains addresses, de- 
livered by Dr. Speed, the president, 
Rey. Sears, Tooker, and 
Messrs. Walbridge, J. N. Perkins, 
A. T. Hopkins, at the annual meeting, 
which are interesting, but we have not 
room for extracts. 


Messrs. 
and 
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SELMA, ALABAMA, SUNDAY-SCHOOL ject is to carry light to the soul of 
UNION. everv ciild of Adam, and to accome 
| ; } 
s plish t us, already has its progress been 
-e received the first annual _ _ ss = 

have rece ji like the movements of agiant. its suce 

. . = { . ‘ : > . 
report of the Selma ( Alabama) sun cess has beet gre iter than its most 


dav-School Union, in a printed pam- 


TIC hs 


a Ure 


spe aking of the ad\ antages of 
, tie report Says: 
It gives stability and i importance to 
the insutut ion, and thus commands the 
spect of the public, and also give sa 
neral impulse, which is not only im- 
tant but necessary for the prosperi- 
tv of the cause win ich is the i 


Oo! yyect Of 
¢ society to promote. 


It brings into 
xion men of talents, influenc 
to devise p ylans and means 
its welfi ire and extension. It has 
a tendency to wipe off sectarian pre- 
‘t together, 


its CONN 
ul pie ty, 
for 
iudices—here christians me: 
a id leave behind the Shiboleths of 
* party, and unite as brethren in 
support of that cause for which the 
Redeemer bled, and in instructing the 
vouth of our land i in the knowledge of 
lim, “whom to know aright is life 
eternal.” It brings together superin- 
tendents and teachers, who contribute 
to each other’s information, by com- 
municating the result of their lahours, 
plans and experience, and encourage 
each other’s hearts by sceing the good- 

ly number engaged in the same hal- 

lowed enterprise. It secures to the 

schools connected with the Union, the 
advantage of easy access to our valua- 
ble depository of books, for the pur- 
pose of procuring libraries without the 
trouble and expense of sending a thou- 
sand miles to the parent soc iety. it 
also secures to this society, by being 
uXxilary to the American Sunday- 
School Union Society, the privilege of 
purchasing books at 25 per cent. dis- 
count, which is far from being a small 
consideration to this society now in its 
ifancy. The parent soc iety to which 
we are auxiliary, | is one of the most no- 
ble and impor tant institutions now in 
‘etiring and unobtrusive in 
its 2 pechemsiians it is exerting a more 


wie 





powerful influence on the destinies of 


our nation and the immortal interests 
of individuals, than any other ever set 
on foot by man. It has its schools 


scattered over our country from the 
state of Maine to Florida, and from the 
Atlantic almost to the Pacific. 


Vor. V.—28 


Its ob- 


sanguine fric 
anticipated; 


‘nds could possibly have 
‘nit shall have ac. 
complished its object, ‘all shall know 
the Lord trom the least to the great- 
est.” board have indulged in 
these remarks, that the nature and 
magnitude of the institution might be 

ippreciated. In our own 


and whi 


Our 


kn wn 


state we many of these schools 
springing up, to inform the mind and 
r ctify the princ ples of those who are 


itizens, legislators, lawyers, 
} jane 


physicians, church members and mi- 
nisters of the gospel. In Madison, 
Greene, Perry, W lcox, Conecuh, and 
Mobile counties, Sabbath-schools are 
to be found, patronized and cherished 


by the 


the christ An, 


patriot, the philanthropist and 

The report presents a brief and in- 
ter« of the six schools 
36 conductors and 265 
Several of the teachers have 


: +) ace ¢ 
sung account 


which have 
scholars. 
made a profession of religion during 
the past year. The 
No. 5, following remarks, 
which we hope will be attentively con- 


report of school 


has the 


sidered by all our readers, 

As Sunday-schools are a re ‘ligious 1 in- 
stitution, designed principally’ to lead 
the youth who att nd them to study 
the sacred scriptures —which is certain- 
ly as important to the rich as the poor 
—and none of the mch should covet a 
higher honour for their sons or daugh- 
ters, than to have it said they were the 
first and best in the Sunday-school. 
Throughout all the country where 
these institutions are established, the 
children of the rich as well as the poor, 
are found within their sacred enclosure. 
Is not the same piety required of both, 
and are not both by nature equally i ig- 
—_— of their duty to God, their spi- 

1al danger and their future destiny? 
aaee not the rich as well as the poor 
stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ, and be banished from his pre- 
scence, or be received up into glory? 
Let the children of the rich then be 
conducted to these nurseries of piety. 
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Ju ly, 








Let the parents take their lead in the 
promotion of the institution, and in do- 
ing so, consider that instead of its strip- 
ping them of any imaginary honours, 
it may be the only thing for which they 
deserve the esteem of the wise and the 
good. But this principle has a reac- 
tion on the poor. Even the poorest 
are unwilling to take a course by 
which they shall be publicly recog- 
nised as poor-—and to cloak their po- 
verty will forego the advantages their 
children might there receive. Those 
also who are neither rich nor poor, for 
lack of independence, are borne down 
by the tide of opinion; are unwilling to 
be thought singular; fear the taunting 
remarks of the vain, the unprincipled 
and the wicked, and choose rather to 
let their children spend the Sabbath in 
any manner, in any company, in any 
vice, rather than stem the unpopular 
tide, and discharge their duty to God, 
and thus promote the best interest of 
their children. All youth need in- 
struction; and there are none but who 
may be improved by an acquaintance 
with the oracles of the living God. 


A great hindrance to the success of 
the American Sunday-School Union, 
has been found in the large demand 


which its auxiliaries have made upon 


the depository for books on a credit. 
The plan adopted by the Selma Union, 
is one which we hope all others will 
pursue as far as practicable. 


The board feeling the importance of 
obtaining a supply of books as early as 
possible for the schools under their 
care, they authorized the treasurer to 
borrow one hundred dollars on the 
faith of the socicty, to be devoted to 
this special purpose ; and a letter was 
immediately addressed to the parent 
society, by our Corresponding Secre- 
tary, stating the resolution of the board, 
and requesting that amount of hooks 
to be sent on to our depository in Sel- 
ma. These books have arrived, they 
are now in our deposit, subject to our 
order, and ready for the supply of the 


schools. 

Of the publications of the A. S.S. 
Union, the report holds the following 
language. 


ay 





———— 
“In regard to these books, we would 
state for the information of the society. 
that the difficulty of procuring suitab] 
books for the youth, who flocked to 
the Sabbath-schools was Hy felt, a 
it is a well known fact, that there are 
compar: atively few books in ordinary 
librari ICS, adapt ed tothe c: apacty and 
calculated to interest the 
der. The American Board theref» 
in their wisdom and well dire: 
determined to select, prepare ai 


YOuUnNoa ren. 
a pe j 


zeal, 
publish, books for this special purpose, 
and the experiment has succeeded 
No cne acquainted with the character 
of these publications, will hesitate, 
giving them their most unqualified a) 
probation, both in regard to style a 

matter, as being calculated in the best 
manner, to command the attention of 
the young, improve them in know. 
ledge, strengthen good principles, and 
impress and purify their hearts and 
consciences with the most 
truths.” 


salutary 


A most decided testimony is next 
given in favour of the catholic charac- 


books, 


ter of the which thus con- 


cludes: 


‘‘ With confidence therefore we re- 
commend them to all our schools, and 
with equal confidence would solicit 
the Christian, the patriot and the phi- 
lanthropist, to come forward in sup 
port of such a depository.” 


This interesting report would fur 
nish many more extracts, but we must 
make but one from the conclusion. 


** We would invite all our fellow 
citizens to unite with us in support of 
this glorious and triumphant cause. 
Glorious, because it promotes the glo 
ry of God, and the eternal interest of 
dyi ing and immortal man. Triumphant, 
because there is no doubt now of its 
final success, (disbelieve it who may, 
and keep aloof from it who will.) It 
has already waxed strong and m ‘cht y 
in despite ‘of the Devil and all his a i. 
herents. It claims protection uncer 
the sheltering wings of the Al: night) y 
It has proved to be a favourite child 
of heaven; and occupying this hig rh 
ground, it is far above the petty c vils 
and sneering insinuations of its Secs 
ful friends and rancorous enemies. !' 
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Washington, Pa. 
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carries into its bosom blessings to the 
millions of the ruined 
Adam. “Light to them that sit in 
darkness, liberty to the captive, and 
the open! ng of the prison doors to them 
that are bound.’ 
its march in our own beloved country, 
already has it gathered thousands of 
laurels, now wreathed around its brow; 
which will shine with unfading splen 
dour, when the name of its opposers 
shall rot, and the glory of the world 
yass into oblivion. 

Finally, we have done but little— 
much vet remains to be done. There 
are in our own county between 3 and 
4000 children, who should be brought 
under the influence of this hallowed 
institution. The parents of one-half 
this number have not, according to the 
report of our Tua Collector, even a Bi- 
ble in their houses. What heart then 
that is not frozen to insensibility, 
not feel for the destitution of these 
precious little immortals’ Let the off- 
cers and members of this society arise 
and act, the work is great, but the re- 
ward is rich! Let us not be wearied in 
our efforts, nor dismayed by opposi- 
tion. The progress of truth and ri igh- 
teousness has always been opposed— 
but it will prevail.” 


WASHINGTON, PA. 


The school in the Borough of Wash- 
ington, in the county of that name, has 


sent a report, from which we shall 


make a few brief extracts. There are 


189 scholars, and 33 teachers. 


During the former part of the year 
the school received avery considera- 
ble increase. The plan of giving 
small rewards in books and tracts to 
the children for bringing in new scho- 
lars, was found to contribute very 
much to this increase. Children have 
frequently a knowledge of other chil- 
dren, and an influence over them, 
which the teachers cannot have; and 
itis found that in the case of those 
whose parents are not impressed with 
the importance of religious instruc ion, 
itis the most successful plan to ope- 
rate upon the minds of the children 
themselves. If they can only be in- 


children of 


In the victories of 


will | 


| ] 





duced to attend, and we can get their 
minds interested, the principal diffi- 
c ity is overcome; the consent of the 
parents can in general easily be obtain- 
ed. D rp. the latter part of the 
vear, the school has rather diminished, 
and does not presen t qi! uite as brilliant 
prospects as at its commencement. 
We hope the diminution is but tempo 
rary. 

There have at least ten of the teach- 
ers connected themselves with the 
church since their connexion with the 
school, of whom a greater part were 
added within the last year. A consi- 
derable religious excitement which 
has of late existed in the congregation 
with which the school is connected, 
has contributed to this result. 

The school is continued through the 
whole year; but owing to the fact that 
a large proportion of the teachers in 
the male department, are students of 
Washington College in this place; 
some inconyv: occurs during 
their absence in the vacations, which 
are in the months of May and October. 
Efforts are always used, however, as 


nichnce 


| fur as possible, to have their places 





supplie d. 

There is no Sunday-school Union 
as yet in county, although there 
is no doubt sucha thing might be ef- 
fe cte cd. 

This Board think they can attest 
very beneficial results from the school, 
especially in the better observance of 
the Sabbath, and our streets being less 
infested by noisy and strolling chil- 
dren on that holy day. It 1s also are- 
markable fact, that most of the youth 
who have lately connected themselves 
with the church, as well as those now 
under serious exercise, are, or have 
been connected with the school, either 
as teachers or scholars. Much of the 
seed here sOWh, Tay lic for a long 
time lat nt, and its fruit may in this 
li fe, per hay Ss, never be fully known; it 
is only in the blessedness “of a future 
state that its beneficial results will be 
complet ely developed. One instance, 
however, has fallen under the notice 
of the Board some time past, in which 
good effects of the rehgious instruc- 
tion received in this school, connected 
with that received under the paternal 
roof, were wonderfully exhibited in 
the hopeful conversion, and happy 


our 
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and triumphant death of a dear 
child, formerly a pupil in this school. 
With an astonishing precocity of in- 
tellect and maturity of judg rment, 
he appeare ‘d to have a knowle 
the se ripture s be vond his awe, inac ed, 
his mind appeared to have ripened 
with a very re markable rap lity, for a 
more expanded ficld of enjoyment in 
ahigher and hig r sphere, to which 
we rejoice » be lieve he was finally 
ibiecinsted, A narrative of his reli- 
fious experience and death bed scene, 
it is understood, has been prepared by 
our late Pastor for publication, in the 
form of a tract. The advantages of 
these institutions have been too long 
and too fully tested to admit of doubt, 
except from wilfully blind and fool- 
hardy scepticism. We hope the good 
cause will continue to spread and be- 
come more extensively useful. 


JAMAICA, L. I. 
This auxiliary society has 5 schools, 
61 teachers and 424 scholars: 


ers have made a profession of religion 


2 teach- 
during the past year. The Secretary 
says-— 

The idea of Sunday-schools 1S 
quite recent in the country about Ja- 
maica. ‘The Pastor of our Church in 


Jamaica is avery zealous promoter of 


Sabbath-schools, and encourages all in 
the society by his presence and pa- 
tronage. The schools, all of them, 
and the congregation, are in a very 
prosperous and de liehtful state, and 
promise much to encourage all, who 
wish the prosperity of Zion. 


NORFOLK (VA.) SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


It is now very generally conceded, 
that, of all the benevolent institutions 
of this day of vigorous exertion for 
human good, there is none more de- 
serving of the prayers of the pious, 
and the assistance of the liberal, and 
the countenance of all, than Sunday- 
schools. If we except the preaching 
of the gospel, perhaps in no other way 
can equal good be done. The mana- 
gers fee], however, that it is unneces- 
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July. 


sary fo r ie to enter into anv 
cussion of the benefits 
this noble Christian 
feel that it is unnecessary to atte 
vindication from the obj ons of 
captious, or the difficulties of th 
norant, or re doubts of the ti 

the sneers of the ungodly. 
objections, and difficulties, 

and sneers, have been rep: 
triumphantly met and re fut d. 
advocate s of the system ; and by 
obviously beneficial influence 1 
the moral state of the community. 

School No. 1, attached to the Bani 
Congregaiion, Nor foll. 

*“* We have at present 84 mal 
67 female learners, of these, 82 re 
in the Bible or Testament, the r 
maining 69 use the spelling book or 
primer. We have 9 male and 7 f 
male teachers. Our teachers are al] 
assiduous in the discharge of th: 
duty; they constantly manifest a zeal 
and devotedness to their e mploym 
which give us much pleasure.” 

“It is with pleasure we add, that 
several of the members of our schoo! 
have made a_ profession of religio 
within the last vear.” 

School No. 2, attached to the Pres 
byterian Congregation, Norfol’. 

‘“There are two superintende: 
One male and one female. 

There are 10 male teachers. 

18 female teacher 
116 male scholars. 
' 134 female SC Ola 
Total 28 teachers and 15 3 sch 
who attend regularly ; 250 
books. 

“Since the last annive 
the tenchers, and one i 
have made a public einen of re- 
ligion, and have joined the Presby- 
terian church.” 

School No. 3, attached to the Epis 
copal Congregation, Norfolk. 

“We have the happiness to r 
that one of our scholars has 
added to the church during the 5 
her conversion was at the time a sub- 
ject of much interest, being attended 
by circumstances that clearly and 
powerfully showed it to be the work 
of the Spirit. She has become 2 
teacher, and will doubtless prove her 
love to Jesus, by her devoteduess to 
his cause. 


resulting fron 
scheme, T 
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‘¢ Several of the scholars have be- From this e xhi nial of the present 


a come teachers, and many more may, | state of our schools, it will be per- 
os in due time, be expected to aid in the | ceived that the cause has greatly gain- 
a same good cause. ed among us.— The e x perie nee oO 


«Qur number of scholars may be | every one of the schools is highly en- 
estimated at about 150; not more than | couraging We have connected with 
140 of whom regularly attend. Among | us 109 teachers, 14 more than at our 


) these are six of the children from the | last anniversary, and 813 scholars; an 
3 F. O. Asylum. It isa gratifying and | increase of 159. Two schools, it will 
i important circumstance to notice that | beremembered, (the Methodist schools 
: the rich and poor are here brought to- | at Portsmouth and Norfolk, the former 


gether, and partake alike of the good | numbering 144 children, and the latter 
things which are dispensed by. our | at the time of the secession, perhaps 


Sabbath-schools.” 60,) have withdrawn. This however is 
School No. 5, at Fortress Monroe, | no proof of any falling off of the Sun- 
Old Point. day-school interest—both these schools 





“Qur school consists of 24 female || are still large, and we are happy to 
and 33 male scholars, under the in- } learn, very flourishing and useful. Al- 

a struction of 4 female and 3 male || though under different management, 

teachers. During the past year, all || they are prosecuting the same grand 

the latter, except two, (females, ) have cause which we love, and are endea- 

made a profession of religion. vouring to promote, and we affection- 
« There have been issued within the || ately bid them ‘*God speed.” 

last year 170 reward books to the chil- | 

dren, and in addition, about 100 | 4 eee eal 

‘Youth’s Friend,’ (subscribed for by | ee 

members of rite society, ) have been || Extract of a letter from the General Agent to 

distributed amongst them.” the Corresponding Secretary, dated 
Nchool No. 6, attached to the Pres- New York, June 20th, 1828. 


a ee “Appel 
byterian Congregation, Portsmouth. At five o’clock yesterday morning, 
ie aye are y i a t Lee a) 

‘There are now in regular con- || there was a meeting of the Connec- 
nexion with the school, 70 scholars | ¢ieyt Sabbath-School Union, and a 
and 12 teachers, and the present aver- | committee appointed to take order in 
age of attendance is 48 scholars and | the matter which was submitted. This 
8 teachers. committee met in the afternoon— 

‘Our library has been recently en- agreed to employ an agent forthwith; 
larged by two valuable donations, and | to take measures to have what is due 
contains at present not far from 150 | the American Sunday-School Union 
ogater 93 . nd . 

VOullnes. paid, as soon as practicable; and 


School No. 7, attached to the Epis- pledged the state for $3000, within 
copal Congregation, Portsmouth. the vear. 


“There are at present in the male 
department, 3 teachers and 20 scholars; 
one class studying the Testament, w th 








GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTI- 


Judson’s Questions. cUrT. 
“In the female department, there Extract from the same tothe same. 
are 11 teachers, and 40 scholars. The General Association passed the 
There are four classes studying the | following resolution, I believe unani- 
Testament, with Judson’s Questions.” | mously. ‘Whereas, the American 
School No. 8, attached to the Baptist | Sunday-School Union is regarded by 
Congregation, Portemouth. this Association, as an institution of 


‘This school was constituted on the | great importance, among the other 
20th of January, 1828. The present | benevolent societies of the day, and 
number of children is 75—22 girlsand || calculated to produce a powerful ef. 
53 boys. The number of teachers | fect in counteracting the influence of 
at the time of the constitution of the || pernicious errrors in religion and 
school was 14, which number remains || morals, and in disseminating the truth 
to the present time. The school is || as it is in Jesus Christ among the youth. 
now in a prosperous condition.” of our country; and whereas it is de- 
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Hymns. 
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July, 








sirable that the said Union should 
greatly extend its labours, and enlarge 


] 
| 


| 


} 


its operations in the publication of || 


suitable books for Sabbath-schools, 
and in the employment of an increased 
number of energetic agents, in order 


to extend the influence of the Sab- | 


bath-school system; and whereas an 
appeal js about to be made to the 
Christian community, in the principal 
cities and towns of our country, to ob- 
tain funds for extending the benefits 
of this institution’’— 

* Resolved—That the American Sun- 
day-School Union has our entire confi- 
dence and affection, and is hereby 
recommended to the prayers and to 
the patronage of the churches in con- 
nexion with this association.” 





THE PRAYER MEETING, 


The secretary of one of the schools 
attached to St. Paul’s 


communicated the following anecdote 


Church, has 


taken from the superintendent’s visit- 


ing book. 


On visiting the sick mother (a 
widow) of one of our children, the 


following circumstance was related by 
her. “On the Saturday evening pre- 
vious, my son, a boy of about eight or 
nine years old, after leaving the room 
for a few minutes, returned with a lit- 
tle friend, who also attended a Sunday- 
school in our city, and said to his 
mother, ‘Mother, as you cannot go 
out to church to-night, I have brought 
William over that we may have a little 
praver meeting, if you would like it.’ 
I gave my consent, and he proceeded 
in a very solemn manner to read 

chapter, then sung a hymn; we then 
all kneeled down to pray, (from the 
prayer book, ) after which the younger 
brother, quite a small child, begged 
that he might be permitted to pray. 
After singing another hymn, his re- 
quest was granted, and he repeated 
the Lord’s prayer. The elder boy 
then observed that it was time to stop, 
requesting the other children to join 
him in singing the hymn, ‘ Young 
children once to Jesus came.’ On 
the following Wednesday morning, 
my son observed to me, that as I was 
still unable to go out, and could not 














attend the lecture on that evening, if 
I would permit them, they would have 
another prayer meeting that evening, 
which was agreed to.” ) 


NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 

Op Helen Maurice.—Iit is requested 
that the address of the author of “ Hr- 
LEN Mavrice” should be given to the 
Corresponding Secretary. The work 
has been approved by the committee, 
and is now in press. 

Infants’ Schools. —A_ series of Les. 
sons for Infants’ Schools, on large type, 


has been published by the American 


Sunday-School Union. They are suit 
ed to Sunday or week-day Infaat 
schools, and will be found useful in 


all schools to hang up against the walls 
A Manual of the Infant 


at the 


of the rooms. 
School System is also for sale 
s0okstore of the American Sunday- 
School Union. 

*,.” We disagree with the ‘Vis- 
tant” ‘*‘ there 


million two hundred thousand children 


In supposing are one 
enjoying the benefit of Sunday-school 
instruction in the United States.” Th¢ 
number probably falls short of three 
hundred and fifty thousand. 

Reports of Auxiliaries —We have a 
large number yet on file which merit 
and shall receive notice on our pages. 

One dollar per page, it will be recol- 
lected, is paid for all original articles, 
written and approved for this Maga- 


zine. 


HY MNS. 


For the Children. 


Lord, before thy throne we stand, 
Once again thy children see; 

Smile upon the youthful band, 
Suffer us to come to thee. 
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Whither else should children go, 
Weak and impotent as we? 
Thou hast all things to bestow, 
Suffer us to come to thee. 
Suffer us to come and pray, 
Daily do we stand in need, 
And if thou shouldst turn away, 
Lord, we should be poor indeed. 


Suffer us to come and learn, 

Lighten our becloud-d eyes, 
Do not thou our folly spurn, 

Or we never can be wise. 
Suffer us to come and own 

How unworthy we have been, 
Since we look to thee alone, 

For the pardon of our sin. 


Suffer us to come and praise, 
Condescend to hear our songs ; 
All we have, ten thousand ways, 
Comes from thee,—to thee belongs. 
While we here have life and breath, 
This our constant prayer should be, 
This our latest sigh in death,— 
Suffer us to come to thee. 


For the Teachers. 


The breath of humble prayer, ’tis heard 
Beyond the thunder’s roar ; 

A little child's repenting word 
Goes steaight to heaven's door. 


The lowly thought, in any breast 
That's sorry fur its ways, 

Is more to God than prayer express’d 
In grace of polished phrase. 

And is it thus?—with fervour deep, 
United, and sincere, 

Before thee, Lord, we pray and weep 
For the young children here. 

O, from the viper’s deadly tooth, 
*Mid sunny banks concealed, 

Defend their unsuspecting youth, 
And guard them through the field! 


That holy taste that flows from thee, 
Too pure for Satan’s wiles, 

Toeach young heart imparted be, 
When sin seductive smiles. 


This, this we ask,—in Jesus’ name, 
This blessing we implore ; 

O let the humble prayer we frame, 
Go straight to mercy’s door. 





AUXILIARIES, 


Recognised at a stated meeting June 
10th, 1828. 


Back Creek Sunday-School, N. C. John An- 
drews, C. Sec’ry. 
Sunday-School Society, St. Martin's Chureh, 
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Marcus Hook, Pa. Rev. H. U. Morgan, 
Pres. B. F. Johnson, Esq. Sec'ry. Captain 
John T. Vanneman, Treas. 

Margaretta Sunday-School, York Co. Pa. 

Monah, (N. Y.) Sunday-School. 

Honesdal Sunday-S¢ hool Society, Pa. Stephen 
‘l orre vy, Sec’) y. Jos. S. Kelle vy, Sup. 

De Motts Corner (Seneca Co, N. Y.) Sundaye 
School. Peter Le Conte, Pres. A. De Mott, 
Jr. Sec’ry. 

Choctaw Sunday-School Union. Rev. C. Kings- 
bury, Pres. Rev. A. Wright, ¥. Presa. Rev. 
C. Byington, V. Pres. Mr. Fhilo Stewar, 
Secry. Mr. David Wright, Treas. 

Florence, (Alab.) Sunday-School. Mr. P. F. 
Picrson, 

Edgemont, Del. Sunday-School. 

MONEYS received by the American Sunday- 
School Union, from May 2Ist, to June 20th, 
1828, unclusive. 


I. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 

upwards. 

Rev. John Finlay, Pastor of the first 
Baptist Chureh, Baltrmore; by a 
few females of his Chureh, 

Rev. John Pebles; by ladies of Hun- 


*30 00 


tingdon, Pa. per Rev. J. B. Adams, 30 00 
Rev. Jas. H. Stewart; by congregation 

of West Kishacoquillas, Pa. per 

Rev. J. B. Adams, 30 00 


Rev. H. Wilbur, 30 00 

Rev. Mathias Bruen, Pastor of Bleecker 
Strect Church, N. York; by teach. 
ers and scholars of the school at- 
tached to his Church, 

Rev. J. Patterson, Pastor of the first 
Pres. Church N. L. Philad.; by 
members of his Church and Con- 
gregation, per A. Martin, 

Rev. Jas. Laurie, D. D. per ladies of 
the Ist Pres. Church, Washington 
City; per Rev. S. Merwin, 


30 00 


30 00 
ll. orHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars a 


upwards, : 
Mrs. Robert Coleman, Lancaster, *¥30 00 
Mr. Michael Allen, Pittsburg, *30 00 


George Shiras, Pittsburg, first instal- 


ment, *10 00 
Wm. Williams, Norwich, Conn. 30 00 
John Wheelwnght, *30 00 
D. Fanshaw, *30 00 
John Mansell, in addition to $10 be 

fore paid to constitute him a Life 

Member, 20 ©O 


Ill. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 


By the payment of three dollars. 


G. K. Kuhn, 1828, 3 00 
Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, V. P. 





% 
. 
: 
14 
= 
a5 
& 











224 


Moneys Received. 





June. 





Newark, N. J. 1325, 6, 7, 8, 5 dol 
lars ac hy 

a 

To the General Fund. 


H. Derney, 
Dr. Peter Mowry, 
W. Croughan, 


Hai ris, 


DONATIONS, 


Isaac 

Alexander Johnson, 

William Bell, Jr. 

W. J. Mason, 

W. L. Laughlin, 

From different persons, 

Collection in the first 
Chureh, Pittsburg, 


Presbyterian 


Rev. Noah Davis, 
i! mam 


V. MISSIONARY FUND. 


$20 


00 


00 


5 OO 


Tnitiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
the following Societies Auxiliary. 


Margaretta S. S. York Co. Pa. 
Monah 5S. S. 

Hulnesdale S. S. Pa. 

De Motts Corner, N. York, 
Green's Farm S. S. 

Florence, Alabama, 
Bennington, Vt. 

Edgemont, Del. 

Athens, Ohio S. S. 
Nelsonville, Ohio S. S. 
Nashville Sunday-School Society, 
Sheby ville S. S. 

Marsluil S. S. 


DONATIONS. 


Philadelphia S. $. Concert, of which 54 
cents was from the School of the 
ist Pres. Church, and 31 cents from 
the School of 3d Pres. Church, 


VI. 
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FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 


00 
00 
00 
09 
00 


88ss8838 


And from individuals in payment for 


OOrKS. 
Allentownship, Pa. 
Alexandria, D. C. 
Athens, Ohio, 
Bordentown, N. J. 
Bensalem, Pa. 
Berks and Schuylkill Co. 
Bridgeton, N. J. 
Barnesborough, N. J. 
Brownsville, Pa. 
Charleston, S. C. 
Charlton, N. Y. 
Centre Co. Pa. 
Daggsborough, Del. 
Elbridge S. S. 
Evan. Luther, Carlisle, Pa. 
Falls of Schuylkill, 


#10 
14 
17 

9 


~ 


2 
100 
10 
3 
1] 


Florenee, Alabama, 
Georgia, per Mr. Pratt, 
Holmesburg, Pa. 

Hope well S. S. 
Lancaster Co. Pa. 

La Mar 5S. S. 

Mount Holly, N. J. 
Mauch Chunk, 

Morris Co. N. J. 
Massachusetts Union, 
Moriah 5S. 5S. 

Miiton, Pa. 

Newtown, Pa, 
Neshamony, Pa. 
New-Castle Feimale, 
Newark, Del. 

New Hampshire S. S. U. 
New Lebanon, 
Newman’s Creek, Ohio, 
New Hope and Lamberton, 
Nashville, ‘Ten. 
Nelsonville, Ohio, 
Norfolk, Va. 

New York, Depository, 


Philadelphia, 


St. Andrew's Female, 
Sixth Presbyterian Chureh, 
Ger. Ref. Church, 
Union Society, 
Galilean Society, 
St. Juhin’s Epis. Male, 
Second Pres. Southwark, 
Fighth Pres. Female, 
Wesleyan Umon, 
First Baptist Church, 
Third Baptist, 
St. John’s Epis. Female, 
Philadelphia Bible Society. 

Petersburg, 

Pittsburg, 

Pawlet, Vt. 

Pemberton S. S. 

Rhodestown, N. J. 

Stokes Co. N. C. 

South Carolina S. S. U. 

Savannah Geo. 

Steubenville, Ohio, 

Staunton, Va. 

Vincent Town, N. J. 

Western Umion, 

Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Wheeling, Va. 

West Chester, Pa. 

Washington, D. C. 

Wellsburg, Va. 

Wilmington, Del. 

Wilmington Del. Epis. Female, 

Worcester, Pa. 


Sales to individuals and schools, not 
particularized by the purehasers, in 
the city and elsewhere, 


¥1 00 
13 3 
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1000 00 

20 00 
45 00 
42 45 
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4 4 
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65 00 
~ £2 
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30 00 
5 50 
400 00 
31 76 
> 25 
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20 00 
12 00 
S472 C2 


* All marked thus * was collected by the 


Rev. G. Boyd. 











